
A Word from Woody . . . 
“Evidence We Are Back to Normal” 

 
 Over the last two and a half years we have experienced the extremes of 
disruption to normal life. In mid-March, 2020 we had officially entered the 
Twilight Zone known as COVID-19. We should remember that the number “19” 
stands for 2019, the year this terrible virus entered the world. It eventually made 
its way to us and we adjusted accordingly. And now we return to normal. 
 
 You may recall that part of that early pandemic adjustment we made 
involved cancelling worship services. We worshipped online from mid-March to 
June of 2020. We met in the Fellowship Hall .We did that because we wanted to 
take an abundance of caution not to spread the virus by meeting in the Sanctuary 
after Lakeshore Church had just worshipped there.  And of course we wore 
masks. Toward the end of 2020 we returned to worship in the Sanctuary, and in 
2021 we began worshipping without masks. In the late summer of 2021 we 
weathered another COVID outbreak when the highly contagious Delta variant 
emerged. We continued worshipping in the Sanctuary, but the mask mandate 
returned.  Later that year we were able to remove our masks and, by God’s grace, 
we have continued maskless. 
 
 This month we are making some major strides back to normalcy. First, we 
will offer communion on Sunday, September 4th in our usual way— in-person, 
around the altar. Please note that for those who would prefer, we will offer the 
communion packets at both entrances to the Sanctuary so people can sit in their 
pews and receive communion.  Second, Church Family Nights return on 
Wednesday, September 7th! We will have red beans and rice as our main dish, and 
we encourage everyone to bring a side dish/dessert so we can all share and enjoy. 
The cost by donation is $5 per person, no more than $15 per family, and college 
students eat for free. We will start at 6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall, and at 7:00 
PM we will watch a fascinating 30 minute video of an interview with C.S. Lewis’ 
step-son Douglas Gresham. He shares “behind the scenes” information of what it 
was like to live with Lewis and the marriage of Lewis and his Mother. And finally, 
on Tuesday, September 13th I will teach the eight-week parenting class “The 
Strong-willed Child”—based on a book by that title by child psychologist Dr. James 
Dobson-- from 6:30-7:30 PM at church. Please do spread the word about this free 
class! 



  
 While COVID may not be 100% behind us, we can be thankful for great 
progress we have made toward returning to our normal pre-virus lives. As I reflect 
on this time of upheaval, I am reminded about the apostle Paul’s words to make 
us wise. “We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, 
who are called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). God has indeed worked 
good in our church during this period. He has opened up our ministry to many 
across the U.S. and beyond through our livestreamed worship services. He has 
made us grateful and appreciative of the “little things” which perhaps we had 
taken for granted-- things like in-person worship services and communion, Church 
Family Nights, and parenting courses open to the public. Let us be sure to let the 
Lord know how thankful we are! 
 
Love, 
 
Woody  
 

 


