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 Perfection.  None of us get it.  But good consequences come from those 

who pursue it.  E.g., I recall reading an interview with a great college basketball 

coach Rick Petino who coached at Kentucky and then went on the Boston Celtics.  

In the interview he was asked about being nervous before a game, and his 

response impressed me.  He said he did not get nervous before a game as long as 

he was prepared!  The result was that he did very well as a basketball coach— he 

won a national championship with Kentucky, and is the only college basketball 

coach to lead three separate schools to the NCAA Final Four.  There was some 

unfortunate scandals in his coaching tenure, but he is a great basketball coach who 

chased perfection by being prepared.  E.g., Vince Lombardi was known for 

chasing perfection and being prepared, and the result was five NFL 

Championships (including two Super Bowls) in nine years at Green Bay.  There 

are often good consequences to chasing perfection in many areas, whether they be 

sports, education, politics, or job career.  The same is true in our faith.

READ 1 John 4:17-21 (p. 241)

  

  



CONTEXT: John has just focused on what it means to abide, dwell, in the Lord.  

God lives in us through His Holy Spirit, and we dwell in Him by believing in Him 

obeying Him in loving others.  What happens if we focus on perfecting His love in 

us?

 

 READ v 17a.  “John is not just interested in love, but in loving being 

perfected.  Cf. v 12.”  V 12 tells us that if we love one another in the Church then 

we remain in God— i.e., abide, dwell in God, live in Him— and then God’s love 

is being perfected in us.  The implication is that then people will see God in us.  

Jesus Himself was interested in this as well.  In Matthew 5:48 Jesus said in the 

Sermon on the Mount that we are to be perfect as His Father is perfect.  You may 

say, Well, no one is perfect!  And you are right.  But God’s sole goal in us is to 

make us perfect, to make us like Himself.  He is not out to make us wealthy, His is 

even nor out to make us happy.  He wants to make you and me perfect.  One of the 

biggest areas where God wants to change us to get us to stop being liars; He wants 

us to tell the truth.  This is important in our culture today, even though both sides 

on the political spectrum claims the other side is not telling the truth.  E.g., I recall 

reading an article this week by an editorialist who was talking about a well-known 

politician and said one of his problems was that he was a liar— the actual word 

used was mendacious, and I had to look the word up to be sure what the writer 

was saying!  E.g., I recall my Dad and Mom used to emphasize regularly to me to 

tell the truth.  My Dad in his CPA work doing tax returns and his legal work was a 

stickler for telling the truth, and this carried over to his personal life.  E.g., I recall 

my Mom telling me that when they were engaged he thought my Mom answered 

someone’s question untruthfully, and he confronted her on it and was even willing 

to call off the engagement, and she had to assure him that indeed she did tell the 

truth.  E.g., I recall Chuck Colson became a Christian during the Watergate trials, 
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and he was being brought to court and charged, and he confessed to exposing 

publicly embarrassing things about Daniel Ellsberg during Ellsberg trial and 

Colson went to prison for it.  It was not convenient for him, but as a young 

Christian he knew he had to be a truth teller.  So, what area of the believer’s life 

needs to be perfected, according to John?  Two areas.

 READ vv 17b-18.  “The first consequence of saying, ‘I love God’ is that we 

have the Aslan-effect, where His followers are no longer controlled by fear/terror.  

Cf. 2:28; 3:19-22; Proverbs 1:7.”  We live in a world that only wants to see God as 

a buddy, a pal, who never really gets angry, and certainly does not have a hell.  

E.g., I was talking with a non-believer once about God, and he insisted that he did 

not believe there was a hell, and I had to point it out to him that the fact that hell is 

unattractive to him does not any bearing on its existence— it is like a me sitting in 

my car while a policeman writes out a speeding ticket for me.  I can shake my fist 

at him and say I don’t like the fact that you can give speeding tickets, but that does 

not change the fact that I have to go to pay the ticket or go to traffic court.  It is 

clear from the Old Testament that fear of God is encouraged-- like Proverbs 1:7 

which says that fear of God is the beginning of knowledge.  So, is John 

contradicting Proverbs?  No.  I am reminded of a scene in C.S. Lewis’ The Lion, 

the Witch, and the Wardrobe, where Mr. Beaver is explaining to the children that 

the great Lion Aslan will arrive soon.  The children say they don’t know if they 

feel comfortable about meeting a lion.  They ask, “Is he safe?”  Mr. Beaver says, 

“Safe?  Who said anything about safe?  Of course he is not safe!  But he is good.  

He is the King, I tell you!”  Because of our sins all of humanity stands condemned 

to hell.  But God has provided a way out, where through Jesus’ death and 

resurrection our sins can be completely forgiven and we can be reconciled to God.  

Have you ever known of a sinner who was reconciled to God so that there was no 

fear in judgment but joy?  Have you ever felt that?  E.g., I recall a friend of mine 
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who had a wife and two daughters and he committed adultery against his wife, and 

he came to the Lord and repented and received the Lord’s forgiveness and his 

wife’s forgiveness.  He did not stand in guilt and fear of God, and but embraced 

God’s great love for him.  And over 30 years later he and his wife are still serving 

the Lord.  This is one way we are being perfected in a love relationship with God.

 READ vv 19-21.  “The second consequence of saying, ‘I love God’ is that 

we have the Yoda-effect, where His followers are no longer hypocrites in the way 

they love one another, for they follow a God who is the Great first mover.”  Many 

of us are familiar with the unusual, and lovable, way the great wise one Yoda in 

Star Wars talks.  He arranges his sentences oddly to emphasize his meaning.  Like, 

“Distrust of the Force, you have”.  Or, “A disturbance in the Force, there is”.  John 

writes in a similar way in our text in v 20, which reads literally, “If anyone might 

say that ‘I love God’ and his brother he hates, liar he is”.  The “Yoda-effect” here 

is to emphasize the truth that one who claims to love God must indeed love his or 

her fellow Christian.  E.g., I have been amazed at the ready way you love one 

another in this church, and serve each other, and are patient with each other— and 

I have experienced that regularly with you.  And going through the disaffiliation 

with all its time demands you were always patient with each other and 

encouraging.  E.g., at this time of year I also think of Roger Cull, and one the 

things he loved to do most was have all the men from the church over to his boat 

for a meal—he would cook for us on his outdoor grill and treat us to the main 

course, and we would have a devotional; the last one we had was last summer, I 

recall, in June.  And we need to recall that when we practice loving one another, 

this begins in the home.  It does no good for our witness and discipleship in Christ 

if we show great acts of sacrifice and love to others and come home and be a 

grouch!  In John 14:15 Jesus said if we love Him we will keep His 

commandments.  How can we keep this commandment to love one another?  The 
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answer comes in 4:10 and 4:19; READ.  We can love at all because He first loved 

us.  We all need His unconditional love.  E.g., I recall talking with someone in 

AA, and he emphasized to me that one of the key things that makes AA work is 

that they rely on God, because without His support and His help they are at a huge 

disadvantage.  The truth of the matter is that even when we are not moving toward 

God, or even running from Him, He is gently, lovingly moving toward us to bless 

us.

 “Are we being perfected?  We do well to heed Howard Marshall’s 

observation: ‘John’s readers needed to have the point emphasized, no doubt 

because some of them failed to realize that love for God and love for one’s 

brothers are inseparable.  The lesson is still needed for modern readers.  It is easy 

to have a kind of love for God which does not recognize the obligation to love one 

another.  Such love for God falls short of being real love for him, since it fails to 

obey his commandments” (The Johannine Epistles, p. 226).”  We know about 

perfectionists in sports and politics and careers.  But are we being perfected in 

being like our Heavenly Father?  Are we living with fear when we approach God 

just as we are, or are we living in Joy based on Jesus?  Are we loving one another 

in the body of Christ? 
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