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 In history, there are world conquerors, and then there are world conquerors.  

In other words, there are the pretender world conquerors, and the real ones.  E.g., I 

recall when I was in high school in January, 1978 the Dallas Cowboys beat the 

Denver Broncos to win Super Bowl XII, and I ordered a hat after the game to 

commemorate the awesome win, and I recall the baseball hat had a big Cowboy 

star and on part of the hat it said, “World Champions”.  I could not help but think, 

what does that mean?  I did not know of any football teams in Europe, or Africa, 

or South America.  Weren’t they really just U.S. Champions, because this was the 

only place professional football was played?  I had a hard time swallowing the 

news that they were world conquerors.  E.g., but on the other hand, there are 

others who are more legitimate world conquerors, such as the empires under 

Alexander the Great around 340 BC, or the Roman Empire during the first century 

AD.  But then, even those world conquerors had to be qualified.  They did not 

conquer China, or North America, or South America.  It makes one think, 

wouldn’t it be cool to have a truly legitimate world conqueror?  Well, today we 

will meet such people!

READ 1 John 5:1-5  (p. 241)

  

  



CONTEXT: John has just shared that the believers to whom he writes are to be 

growing in perfection in love in two ways.  First, in not having fear of judgement 

or punishment from God, for perfect love casts out such fear.  Second, they are to 

grow in perfection in their love of their brothers and sisters.  Now he builds on the 

idea of loving our brothers and sisters in Christ,

 READ v 1a.  “John made clear that where someone claims to believe in 

Jesus as the Christ we have evidence of God’s work in that person.  Cf. 4:2; John 

3:3-4.”  Many times people want God to prove Himself by showing some grand 

miracle, like a magician.  But I think many people miss the greatest miracles God 

does on earth-- a changed life.  E.g., I recall Norwood telling me recently about an 

actor in Hollywood who became a Christian after having grown up Jewish and 

being an agnostic.  The actor had attended some church teaching classes in 

preparation for a role he was doing, and he ended up becoming a believer!  Have 

you ever known an unbelieving friend who became a Christian and you thought— 

“I don’t know if I saw that coming— but Praise God!”  E.g., I recall running into a 

friend of mine I grew up with, someone I had know as not very interested in 

spiritual things but very content with material things and girls, and then I found 

out that as an adult he had become a Christian and his wife was a strong Christian.  

It is a work of the Holy Spirit, a new birth from the Lord.  And that is what John is 

saying here.  Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ— i.e., what the gospel 

message says about Him— has been born of God.  We recall that Paul said in 1 

Corinthians 12:3, “no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit”.  

READ 1 John 4:2.  We recall Jesus telling Nicodemus in John 4:3-6 that one must 

be born again in order to enter the Kingdom of Heaven.  We may ask why this is.  

I think the key reason is because when someone becomes a Christian a radical re-

positioning of his or her life takes place.  They now come under the authority of 

 2 

  



God, and live in submission to Him, in dependence upon Him.  The person has to 

humbly admit that he or she needs a Savior, and repent of his or her sin and 

receive Jesus as that Savior and follow Him as Lord.  It is turning the person’s life 

from up-side-down to right-side-up.  E.g., I recall I brought my weed eater in to 

get fixed because the feeder line was jammed, and the woman at the counter said 

all I had to do was open the bottom by squeezing the sides and it would open up.  

She warned once it was opened up that I needed to keep the piece that fell out on 

the right side up; otherwise, the weed eater would not work.  Our lives are like 

that— they will not work, unless we allow Jesus to make them right-side-up!

 READ 1b-2.  “Just as a general principle is true— whoever loves the parent 

will love the parent’s child— John reiterated that the clear expectations for 

believers who claim to love God is that they will obey Him and thus love their 

fellow believers!  Cf. John 14:15; 1 John 2:3-6; 4:20-21.”  Now the analogy John 

gives here is an interesting way of looking at things.  Many of us know what it is 

like to love a friend or a sibling who has a child, and our feelings for the child are 

naturally one of love and good wishes.  E.g., I recall when I was 20, 1983, and I 

got a phone call from my sister Carolyn that she was having a baby, and this was 

the first grandchild for my parents, and I was going to be an uncle, and we all 

adored  this child, who was Peter.  There was no questioning how whether we 

would love the child.  Many, or most, of us know what that is like.  John is saying 

that is how we should look at one another in the Body of Christ.  We love God the 

Father; so naturally we will love those who call themselves His children.  At times 

this can be difficult.  E.g., I know of a certain television preacher who calls 

himself a Christian, and probably is a Christian, but who has suspicious theology 

in prosperity doctrine, and it is easy to criticize him and even make fun of him.  

John is saying we should not be gossipers or hyper-critical, but love those who are 

Christians.  It does not mean we have to agree on all things, or never confront 
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them with their errors in their understanding of the gospel.  But we are to treat all 

brothers and sisters with love and respect.  Or sometimes a believer can rub us the 

wrong way.  Have you ever had that?  E.g., I recall in seminary there was a guy 

whose personality rubbed me the wrong way; I did not like the guy.  I had no 

doubt he loved the Lord.  He was not sinning against me.  The Lord called me to 

love him, but not necessarily try to be his best friend.

 READ 3-5.  “John emphasized that this love is not a burden, because the 

born again believer has conquered/overcome the world through faith in Jesus.  Cf. 

John 16:31-33; 1 John 4:2-4; Romans 8:35-38; 1 Corinthians 15:54-57.  F.F. 

Bruce nicely defines what the world means in this context: ‘. . . everything that is 

opposed to God’ (The Johannine Epistles, p. 117). Cf. 1 John 2:15-17.”  Have you 

ever felt like following God is a burden?  Going to church on Sundays?  Having 

daily devotional times?  Sharing the gospel with non-believers?  These are all 

worldly attitudes.  God wants to change that in us and conquer it and give us a joy 

in following Jesus!  E.g., I recall when I was dating Elena and I would come in 

town from seminary in Boston, and I could not wait to get a shower and go pick 

up Elena and have a date!  That was not a burden.  You probably know what that 

is like.  That is how God wants us to have a relationship with Him, and to have joy 

in obeying Him by loving our brothers and sisters in Christ.  If we feel like we 

don’t feel that way very often, don’t fret it!  Jesus has conquered the world, the 

worldly attitudes where we are more fascinated with creation rather than the 

Creator, and loving in the worldly, superficial, self-serving way.  Jesus said in 

John 16:33 that in the world we face persecution, but don’t be afraid, for He has 

conquered the world!  Paul says that despite all the hardships we face in this life, 

we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us (Romans 8:37).  Paul 

reminds believers that in Christ we have victory over death (1 Corinthians 15:57).  

And we are more than conquerors over the worldly, selfish way of loving, and we 
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are freed to truly love one another.  Have you ever been loved that way?  It is 

important for marriage, isn’t it?  E.g., I recall working with a couple in pre-marital 

counseling and I asked them why they want to spend the rest of their lives with the 

other person, and one of them said basically because the other makes me feel good 

about myself.  While that is certainly important, I am also wanting to hear how the 

person wanted to make the other feel loved and appreciated, because marriage is 

about unconditional love— one decides, as an act of the will, to love the other 

regardless of whether that love is reciprocated.  And it is wonderful when that 

happens in marriage.  And in friendship.  E.g., I recall a good friend of mine, Dave 

Sheehan, who was a UM pastor and a dear brother in the Lord who years ago 

would seek me out to find out how I was doing.  I recall having a conversation 

with him on a bench at the Conference Center in Woodworth over looking the 

lake, and he wanted to check on me and see how I was doing with some of the 

renewal efforts I was attempting.  He then shared with me that he was retiring and 

that he was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, but he did not want to belabor that— he 

was interested in me as a brother.  We are called to love one another like that.  

And I see that type of love in this church, and praise God for it!

 “Has our love for one another conquered the ways the world loves?”  Let us 

focus on that before the Lord this week.
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