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 When hard times hit, what are people to do?  E.g., during the Great 

Depression I recall my Dad told me his Mother would try to economize, and told 

her husband, my Grandfather, not to worry about how much he brought home, that 

she would make do; and when she was getting butter out of the paper wrapper she 

would use a knife to be sure she would get every particle of butter off the paper 

wrapper!  E.g., during these times of inflation and high gas prices, a friend of mine 

got a car that he can plug in, and he told me that when during a week of driving 

back and forth to work he has not used any gas at all!  We know how to handle 

turbulent times economically.  But what about when the church goes through 

turbulent times?  We have just gone through some turbulent times this past 

summer when we disaffiliated from The UMC, haven’t we?  John’s second letter 

gives us a window-view of how they handled it.

READ 2 John 1-13 (p. 242)
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READ: John is writing about the end of the first century AD.

 READ vv 1-3.  John’s greeting brings at least three questions.  Who is ‘the 

elder’?  Who are the ‘Elect Lady and her children’?  Also, what is the significance 

of John’s strong emphasis on truth?  Cf. John 14:6,16-17; 1 John 5:6.”  Notice that 

3 John begins the same way with the elder writing it.  The elder could be a person 

of authority, like a pastor, in the early church.  E.g., I am an Elder in the Global 

Methodist Church.  Or it could be an elderly person of outstanding authority, like 

a bishop over churches or even the apostle John.  Or it could be a person who 

knew one of the eyewitnesses of Jesus’ ministry, and this designation was around 

in the second century AD.  All three have been discussed in the commentaries.  I 

believe the second is the most likely.  If it were a pastor, why is just one singled 

out, because if it were a pastor it would be one among many in the area.  And the 

idea of someone who knew an eyewitness of Jesus seems too late, for 2 John 

seems to be a late first century AD writing.  The apostle John fits well to me, 

because this letter seems to be clearly from the same person who wrote 1 John, 

and Peter refers to himself as an elder in 1 Peter 5:1.  So, then, who is the elect 

lady and her children?  Basically two possibilities are entertained— either a 

woman and her children, or the church and her members.  Two reasons make me 

think it is the latter.  First, it would be strange that the letter would end in v 13 by 

pointing to the children of her elect sister send greetings if this were a literal 

sister; second, it was not unusual for a community to be personified, as in Israel as 

God’s bride in Isaiah 54:1-8 and the church and her children in Revelation 12:17.  

Notice also that the church is called the elect in 1 Peter 5:13.  Truth is a significant 

theme in Jesus’ ministry in the Gospel of John, as seen in 14:5,16-17 and 1 John 

5:6.  If he emphasizes truth it is because, it is safe to venture, that there were some 

who were bothering the church by challenging what they thought was the truth.  
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Have you ever seen that?  E.g., in a “Closer to Truth” episode 106 which we are 

viewing in the Addressing the Skeptics gathering, a minister was interview who 

said that a God who would send the majority of people to hell for eternity would 

be a “morally abhorrent” idea of God.  We recall, though, that Jesus said in 

Matthew 7 that the way to destruction was broad, the way easy, but the way to life 

was narrow, and the way is hard, and few will take it.  Also, we would have to 

recognize that there are several questions that need to be explored here: what is 

hell like?  what about those who have never heard?  But the problem with this 

pastor remains— something in the Bible does not appeal to him, in fact he finds it 

revolting, so he will change it to fit his thinking.  This is dangerous, for he is 

creating a gospel made in his image.  Truth was important in John’s time as well, 

and is still today.

 READ vv 4-6.  “Basically, John has two messages in this brief letter.  First, 

he wants to commend them for their Christian faith— and to exhort them to 

continue to walk in the Lord’s commands.  Cf. John 13:34-35; 15:12-13; 1 John 

3:11,23-24; 4:7.”  If you have been following closely in the sermons on John’s 

gospel and 1 John, you will know that the command to love one another in the 

church is a very strong theme.  And it is the case in 2 John.  Now, it is easy to love 

when everything is going well and people are nice to you and treating you as you 

want.  The problem comes when that is not the case.  The problems come when 

your brothers or sisters sin against you, as perhaps in gossiping, being critical, or 

being impatient or rude or demanding.  The list could easily go on.  So, what are 

Christians to do?  Apparently the believers in 2 John are indeed loving each other, 

but yet John tells them they must continue to walk in love.  I think two things are 

important to remember here: (1) when there is conflict in the body of Christ or 

correction is needed, and it is such that we must address it, we do so in love, 

patience, and humility— both the confronter and the confrontee.  E.g., I recall a 
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pastor who was corrected in front of others by a lay person for not visiting as he 

said he would, and the pastor’s response was to apologize and to try to make the 

situation right and visit the person.  (2) we must pray for the Holy Spirit to make 

us people who are regularly making an effort to walk in the other person’s shoes.  

E.g., I recall a fellow pastor approached me about another pastor and was critical 

of him and wanted my view on the situation, and there was a part of me that 

wanted to join in the criticism and legitimize it— the fleshly part of me— but I 

could sense the Holy Spirit wanted me to slow down and look at the situation from 

the person being criticized and take up for him.  As Christian brothers and sisters, 

we must have each other’s backs.  This is exhortation in turbulent times, because 

we need very much to obey this command.  And in many ways, we need to love 

those outside the church, those who are not believers.  This is another subject, but 

the love commandment has implications also for how we love the unbelieving 

world.

 READ vv 7-11.  “Second, John wants to warn them against the deceivers, 

not even to host them in their home!  What does this mean?  Cf. 1 John 4:1-3.”  It 

is clear that part of the false teaching John is addressing is that Jesus, the divine 

Son of God, did not come on the earth in the flesh.  John wants to restrict the 

believers’ influence from these false teachers.  But what does he mean in the way 

we restrict the access these false teachers have to believers?  E.g., I recall in 

college there was a campus minister at Tulane University who was talking to me 

about an encounter he had with, from what I recall, a Jehovah’s Witness, and he 

encountered him outside his door; I asked if he asked the Jehovah’s Witness in the 

house, and he said no he did not, and he pointed to 2 John 10-11.  Was he right? 

New Testament scholar Judith Lieu (I, II, and III John: A Commentary, p. 259) 

thinks a possible understanding is personal hospitality in a person’s home may 

well be meant, but also equally possible is that a house church is meant.  I think 
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the latter is more likely.  The word for “house” here is singular, and I would 

expect it to be plural if believers’ homes were meant, as John is using the second 

person plural form of the verb.  E.g. Elena and I in our first year of marriage had 

Jehovah’s Witnesses come to the door and we had them in the house and we 

shared the gospel with them, and they returned again for a visit in our parsonage.  

So, probably we have here an injunction against giving false teachers teaching 

positions in the church, and allowing them to preach and thus influence believers 

in the wrong way.  E.g., I recall Donald Messner, former president of Iliff School 

of Theology, and UM seminary, said his preference for selecting faculty is ability 

to publish; I understood that they had hired a New Testament teacher to teach the 

origins of Christianity, and the teacher was Jewish, which seems to have been 

exactly what 2 John is addressing and saying not to do.  The thought of such a 

teacher who rejects Jesus and the promised Messiah and training students to be 

pastors is disconcerting.

 “Do we need exhortation in turbulent times?”  We do indeed live in 

turbulent times when the very nature of truth— whether in the secular world or the 

church— is constantly challenged.   Sometimes it is tempting to throw up our 

hands and ask like Pilate in John 18:37-38 when Jesus said everyone who belongs 

to the truth listens to His voice, and Pilate responds, “What is truth?”  So, we must 

be people of the truth today.  First, we are to walk in it, and show love for one. 

another.  Second, we are to be careful about who our church leaders are— pastors, 

Sunday School teachers, retreat leaders, etc.  We are to be prepared to articulate a 

defense of the hope within us (as in 1 Peter 3:15).
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