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 It is wise in life to realize that actions have consequences.  E.g., I recall 

when President Obama won the election in 2008, he had a meeting with 

Republicans, and he had to remind them when they challenged his authority and 

his plans, “Elections have consequences.”  E.g., years later those same words were 

used, but by those from the other political side, when it came to nominating 

Supreme Court justices.  But this does not just work in politics, but life in general.  

E.g., if someone works hard in school, they will generally do well and get their 

degree.  E.g., I know of people who lived on a budget, so when they got older they 

had saved appropriately for retirement.  In life in general, actions have 

consequences.  This is true also for our faith, as the apostle John reminds us today.

READ 1 John 5:13-17 (pp. 241-242)

  

  



CONTEXT: John has just reminded them of the great testimony of God that Jesus 

is His Son through His baptism, Holy Spirit, and blood death.  Whoever believes 

in this will have life, and whoever does not believe this will not have life.

 

 READ v 13.  “John reveals the ultimate reason for his writing this letter— 

that his readers may have confidence in what all of humanity longs to have: 

eternity.  Cf. John 20:31.”  John’s gospel should be contrasted to John’s letter 

here.  John ends the gospel by saying that he is writing so that people will believe 

that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing his readers 

will have life in His name.  Thus John is writing his gospel to bring people to 

faith.  By contrast, John is writing his letter to believers so that they may know 

they have eternal life.  I.e., he wants them to have confidence that they have 

eternal life.  We can all relate to this, because sometimes it is easy to think that 

this life is all there is.  The New Testament consistently tells us that there is much, 

much more— in eternity.  And that longing for eternity may in itself be evidence 

that we are eternal beings.  This, for John, was not “pie in the sky”, but reality; he 

had witnessed the death and resurrection of Jesus.  E.g., it is an argument that C.S. 

Lewis used for a joy beyond this life, and we heard it again on Wednesday night in 

the video from Lewis’ step-son Douglas Gresham.  It goes like this— we are 

hungry, so there is food; we desire romance and sex, and there is indeed romance 

and sex; we are thirsty, and there is drink; and we desire a joy that we cannot find 

to satisfy us fully on earth, and there is eternity.  READ 1 John 1:1-4.  Have you 

ever known of someone who knew they had eternal life?  E.g., I recall reading 

about the well-known New York City pastor and author, Tim Keller, who wrote 

the very helpful book many of us have read, The Reason for God, was diagnosed 

around 2020 with pancreatic cancer, a very difficult cancer to overcome, and he 

expressed peace he had with God and trust in Him as he fights this cancer.
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 READ vv 14-15.  “For those who have this faith, there is the happy 

consequence of boldness in making requests of God.  Cf. 2:28; 3:21; 4:17.”  You 

may have noticed that the unexpected word “boldness”— παρρησι'α— has shown 

up at various points in this letter— specifically, in three other places.  In 2:28 we 

have boldness and not be ashamed when Jesus returns; in 3:21 if our hearts do not 

condemn us we might have boldness before God; and in 4:17 that the love of God 

is perfected in us in that we might have boldness on the day of judgment.  We may 

notice that all three of these have to do with Jesus’ return on the day of judgment, 

that in God’s presence we have boldness.  In our passage, in v 14, John sees a 

consequence of our confidence in Jesus that we have eternal life, that we have 

boldness to make requests of  God, and we know He hears us— which seems to 

imply that He will indeed grant what we ask if we ask according to His will.  I am 

reminded of what Jesus said in Matthew 7:7-11; READ.  Now a lot of people 

wonder how does this work.  If God knows the past, present, and future, how can 

we make a request that will change anything if He knows beforehand what will 

happen.  E.g., I recall in seminary Dr. Roger Nicole was giving a sermon on this, 

and he said that he saw God as holding out a contingency plan, such that He has a 

plan for something to happen, but if we seek His face and make a request, He is 

prepared to grant it.  That makes sense to me, but it is still mysterious.  We don’t 

see what is happening from God’s perspective, and I think we just have to trust in 

His goodness where we don’t have full knowledge.  I. Howard Marshall 

emphasizes that we are not to ask for sinful or selfish purposes, but out of 

obedience to His will (The Johannine Epistles, p. 244).  And we are to do this with 

boldness.  Have you ever asked for something with boldness from a superior?  

E.g., I recall when I was in Aberdeen and about to come home to the U.S., I 

wanted to get started on the ordination process before I returned home, so that 

when I returned home I would be ready for ordination at annual conference, so I 
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spoke to my District Superintendent about it, but felt awkward about making my 

request known to her.  Would she say no?  I knew this was somewhat of an 

imposition on her, since she would have to arrange a phone call long distance.  

Nevertheless, I manage to get the boldness to ask her, and she said yes!  We too 

should have boldness to ask God for thing according to His will.  E.g., last Sunday 

at the Southern Decadence I was praying for the Lord to hold off the heavy rain, 

and He did!  It rained very heavily the day before that.

 READ vv 16-17.  “A consequence of this consequence is that believers 

have the calling to restore a brother or sister who is sinning in such a way as not to 

lead to death.  What does this mean?”  These two verses have been puzzling to 

scholars.  What is the meaning of sin that is mortal, or literally, sin which leads to 

death?  Basically, we have two options here.  First, sin that leads to physical death.  

We think here of Ananias and Saphira Acts 5:1-6 who lied about for how much 

they sold their property and thus gave to the church; they lied to the Holy Spirit, 

and thus died.  We also think of 1 Corinthians  11:29-30, where some have taken 

from the Lord’s Supper without examining themselves, and some have gotten 

weak and ill, and some have died.  But if John means this, then he is saying don’t 

pray for those who have physically died, and that does not seem to be really 

said— they probably already knew that.  The second is that John is speaking of sin 

that leads to spiritual death which leads to the giving up of the faith, of apostasy, 

and this seems to work well with this letter.  READ 1 John 2:19; 4:2-3.  John is 

not saying never to pray for those who have abandoned the faith, as some in 

John’s church had done.  But rather, he instructs the church to pray for those who 

have fallen in temptation and sinned, that they repent and continue to follow the 

Lord and have His life in them.  E.g., I recall on Wednesday night Douglas 

Gresham, C.S. Lewis’ step-son talked about Lewis’ brother who lived with them, 

Warnie.  Warnie was an alcoholic, and he said a devout Christian.  You yourself 
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may know of Christians who struggle to overcome the temptation to drink.  We 

need to pray for them.  E.g., perhaps you know of someone who struggles with 

pornography-- I recall a pastor friend of mine who did, and he would confess it to 

me when he fell and we would pray together.  Perhaps you struggle in these areas 

of drinking or pornography, or perhaps gossip, or doubting the Lord, or wanting to 

please others more than pleasing the Lord.  It is good to confess that to some 

Christian whom we can trust and have that person pray for us, so that we can have 

the confidence John wants us to have in Christ.  

 “Does our faith lead us to these consequences?”  John begins the ending of 

his letter by telling the believers he is writing to them so they can know they have 

eternal life in Jesus.  As a consequence of such faith, we have boldness before the 

Lord and make requests according to His will.  The type of requests we are to 

make are especially of the order of praying for brothers and sisters when they fall, 

when they sin.  In other words, we boldly ask the Lord to restore them, to 

strengthen them so they don’t fall prey to temptation and sin.  Are we praying for 

one another?  Are we asking for prayer for ourselves?  Let us do so this week with 

a trusted brother or sister in the Lord.
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