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 Game changers come in various ways.  We see this in sports.  E.g., I recall 

when the Saints won the Super Bowl, arguably the event in that game which 

sealed the victory and was the game changer was when Tracy Porter intercepted 

Peyton Manning’s pass and ran it back for a touchdown.  Interesting, isn’t it, that 

Peyton Manning, who grew up in New Orleans, actually threw the touchdown 

pass which sealed the Saints’s Super Bowl victory!  We see this also in politics.  

E.g., I recall hearing that in the 1960 presidential election between Richard Nixon 

and John F. Kennedy was their televised debate, where Nixon looked pasty and 

pale and uncomfortable, and Kennedy relaxed and fresh.  When it comes to the 

Christian faith, Scripture teaches that there is a testimony that is a game-changer, 

and we do well to heed it.

READ 1 John 5:6-12 (p. 241)

  

  



CONTEXT: John has just told his audience that when it comes to loving one 

another, there is something in Christians that conquers the world— our faith in 

Jesus.  It is the person who believes that Jesus is the Son of God who conquers the 

world and its self-centered attitudes.

 READ vv 6-8.  “What does John mean when he spoke of the three that give 

testimony— the water, the blood, and the Spirit?  Cf. John 1:29-34; 16:12-15; 

19:33-37.”  These verses have caused a lot of problems for scholars over the years, 

and it is easy to be initially confused.  Simply put, there are basically three 

interpretations that stand out as possibilities.  First, that water and the blood refer 

to John 19:33-37 where the soldier thrusts a spear in Jesus’ side and out comes 

what?  Blood and water.  And Jesus gives up His spirit in 19:30.  But this does not 

fit well since the order in 1 John of “water and blood” is different from the Gospel 

of John of “blood and water”.  Also, Jesus’ giving up His spirit was not a 

reference to the Holy Spirit.  Finally, the qualification in 1 John of “not in water 

only” makes little sense here.  A second interpretation is that the reference is to the 

sacraments of baptism and the eucharist.  Problems emerge here, however.  There 

is no evidence of the word “blood” alone standing for the eucharist.  Also, there is 

a problem with where the Spirit fits in with the sacraments— if anointing of the 

Holy Spirit were meant, John could have used the word anointing, as in 2:27.  

Moreover, it would be odd if the sacraments were the primary reference as this 

would constitute a significant change of subject for this letter, which has been 

primarily concerned with addressing those who don’t believe that Jesus came in 

the flesh, as well as the emphasis on Jesus’ actual death being the atoning sacrifice 

for our sins.  The third interpretation, and best in my mind, is that there is an 

historical reference to both the baptism of Jesus and His death on the cross and 

His sending His Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, as seen in John 16:13.  The fact 
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that v 6 begins with the past tense that Jesus “came” fits nicely with this view— a 

reference to past events of Jesus.  The emphasis on “not with the water only” may 

go back to a teaching associated with an early second century heretic named 

Cerinthus who supposedly taught that at Jesus’ baptism the divine Christ became a 

part of Him and made Him divine, and at the cross the divine Christ part of Him 

left Him.  Thus, John, if confronting this heresy, would be saying Jesus was not 

only divine at His baptism but at His death as well.  So, these three converge 

together to establish that Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of God who came in the 

flesh to pay the price for our sins.  It should be noted that these three together may 

be a reference to the teaching in Deuteronomy 19:15 where it says someone 

cannot be convicted except by two or three witnesses.  It is always more 

convincing to have not just one witness, but two or three, that something 

happened.  E.g., I recall hearing Christian philosopher J.P. Moreland talk an 

episode described in his recent book A Simple Guide to Experience Miracles 

where he described three separate occasions people saw three angels around him, 

and he has the emails and correspondence with these people to show their separate 

testimony.  Having three separate witnesses lends much credibility to Moreland’s 

claim that three angels — which he did not see— were with him when he spoke at 

certain events.

 READ v 9.  “God’s testimony is greater than human testimony.  Why?”  

What John is saying here is that if we accept human three-fold testimony, how 

much more should we accept divine testimony.  We do well to recall 1 John 3:13, 

where he stated, “Do not be astonished, brothers and sisters, that the world hates 

you.”  But God is good, and He is powerful.  E.g., I recall we have a video of 

Norwood when he was little; we were going camping with the YMCA’s Indian 

Guides, and there was a boy at the entrance to our tent who was telling Norwood 

there were monsters out in the woods, and Norwood was saying no there weren’t 
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because I told him so, and finally Norwood turns to me as I am video taping him 

and says, “Dad, are you lyin’?”  And I had to reassure him that indeed I was not 

lying!  We can trust one such as God, especially when He speaks of salvation 

through His Son.  

 READ vv 10-12.  “What is God’s testimony?  It is that Jesus is His Son, and 

that those who believe in Him have eternal life!  The one who does not believe 

this makes God to be a liar.  Why?  Cf. John 3:36.”  When people don’t believe in 

Jesus they are not believing in the truth of God’s testimony in the Bible about 

Jesus.  But John finds this to be untenable.  He knew Jesus, and He saw Him 

crucified and risen from the dead.  It is ridiculous that God would be lying or 

untrustworthy in His testimony about Jesus.  Yet, some people today are 

continually skeptical that we can know anything about God.  E.g,, I know of one 

friend who is an unbeliever, and I will bring out something about the beauty of 

creation pointing to God’s existence, and he will shoot back with what about 

tornados and hurricanes, etc.  My rejoinder is that our world is tainted by human 

sin and has affected all of creation; nevertheless, there is undeniable goodness in 

creation that points to God.  Natural disasters are in our lives anomalies.  In our 

day-to-day existence in the U.S. we have been greatly blessed, and it is our 

responsibility to share what we have with those in need.   John 3:36 states, 

“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever disobeys the Son will not 

see life, but must endure God’s wrath.”    

 “How can we use this ‘game-changer’ testimony when we share the gospel 

with non-believers?”  We need to focus, when sharing the gospel, on God’s 

goodness and kindness to us in the gospel— that He loves us so much, He would 

be willing, and indeed did, send His Son to die for us.  Second, we can make the 

point to sharing this game-changing news, but coming with me to the prayer table 

for an hour at Southern Decadence today.
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