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 What do you know?  What do I know?  Good questions!  Because, as I have 

heard people in academia— like, in science— say, the more we know, the more 

we realize we don’t know.  So it’s a pretty humbling thing to live in this world 

with so much we don’t know.  E.g., I recall seeing this week Prince Harry and his 

wife Megan were holding hands in the funeral procession of his grandmother, 

Queen Elizabeth II, and no one else was holding hands!  I read that there was 

some criticism of them for holding hands, because they were in that moment more 

colleagues in their duty as the Royal family, more so than as a married couple.  I 

did not know this!  And I am so glad that when I go to funerals I can hold my 

wife’s hand!  There are other more important questions of knowing— whether we 

can know anything that helps us with the ultimate questions of existence which are 

on the mind of any person with a particle of curiosity— Who am I?  Where am I 

going?  Why am I here?  E.g., I recall one of the great Rock n’ Roll songs of all 

time which approached such questions— “Carry On Wayward Son” by Kansas 

which came out in 1976.  Kerry Livgren, the guitarist for Kansas, wrote the song 

about his spiritual pilgrimage.  His insightful lyrics include the lines:

“Carry on, my wayward son

There'll be peace when you are done

Lay your weary head to rest

Don't you cry no more

Masquerading as a man with a reason

My charade is the event of the season

And if I claim to be a wise man, well

  

  



It surely means that I don't know

On a stormy sea of moving emotion

Tossed about, I'm like a ship on the ocean

I set a course for winds of fortune

But I hear the voices say. . .”

 So, wouldn’t it be nice to know something, any answers, to the ultimate 

questions?  John the apostle offers a helping hand here!

CONTEXT: John has just told his audience the consequences to their faith.  They 

are to know they have eternal life, and they can go boldly before the Lord with 

requests according to His will, especially about brothers and sisters in the faith 

who are struggling with sin that does not lead to death.

 So, then what do we know?  John, in what Howard Marshall calls “the 

climax of his [John’s] letter” (The Johnannine Epistles, p. 251) tells us three 

things we know.  READ v 18.  “As John concludes his letter, he focuses on three 

things his congregation knows.  First, they are born of God, which implies 

obedience, Jesus’ protection, and victory over Satan.  Cf. 2:13-14; 3:4-10; John 

17:15-16.”  As we have seen earlier, when John says that those who are born of 

God do not sin, he is not saying this literally.  We recall in vv 16-17 he instructs 

that church to pray for those who are sinning, but not sin that leads to death.  In 1 

John 1:8 he says, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the 

truth is not in us.”  Contrast this with 3:4-11; READ.  The way we address this is 

that John is presenting a paradox.  I.e., there is no contradiction because when he 

says that those born of God do not sin, he is saying in a short-hand way that 

believers live for the Lord and seek to do His will; they are not rebellious to His 

will.  They live in obedience.  E.g., it is like marriage; we are committed to one 

person for life, and we make vows for that, but there are times we struggle to keep 

those vows, but at the end of the day we will come home to our spouses.  Now, 
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notice that John says that Jesus would not allow Satan to touch those who are born 

again.  As we think about this idea, we immediately consider the times when 

God’s children had tragedy happen to them.  E.g., the young woman who was 

jogging in Memphis about 4:30 AM and was abducted and killed; I understand 

she was a Christian going to a good church.  Did John not know such tragedy 

could happen to God’s children, that Satan would indeed touch them?  I think 

clearly John knew about this.  The very first of the 12 disciples to die a martyr’s 

death was James the son of Zebedee (Acts 12:1ff.), who was John’s brother!  He 

knew tragedy could strike God’s children.  So, then, what does John mean that 

Satan will not touch His children?  I think he means Jesus provides spiritual 

protection for eternity, and general protection from harm on earth.  They have 

protection from the Lord over Satan.  Have you ever seen that?  E.g., I know of 

someone in high school who had committed his life to Christ, and once he was in 

the car with some friends when they broke out a lot of pornography to pass it 

around— but God had provided for him in this moment and God’s protection was 

on him, and he was the only one who did not look at the pictures, and that helped 

him a lot later in life with being obedient to the Lord.  We as believers know who 

we are as obedient children of God.  Also, they have learned to love one another 

as Christ taught them.  E.g., I recall when people have been in need in this church, 

like a personal loss of a loved one, this church has responded in a very caring way.  

E.g., I recall in the aftermath of Katrina in Houston, I was amazed at the way the 

churches provided free meals to people, and God’s protection in that!

READ v 19.  “Second, they know they are children of God, not the world, 

which lies under the power of Satan.  Cf. 2:15-17.”  For John, humankind is 

broken up into two groups: those who are children of God— literally, “we are 

from God” or “of God”— and those who are from the world, or of the world.  

READ 2:15-17.  We find in 1 John 2:17 that this world is passing away.  We see 
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this all around us, don’t we?  E.g., I have spoken to elderly people who tell me 

that their contemporaries are all gone.  E.g., I am reminded this when I look on 

Cartier and Gardena at my old elementary school, Bienville Elemenary School, 

ain’t der no more; Ecole Classique was on Napoleon Ave., ain’t der no more — I 

moved to Metairie in my Junior year of high school.  E.g, McKensies’ ain’t der no 

more, but thankfully Tastees has their recipes!  There is evidence all around us 

that this world is passing away.  So why invest ourselves in something 

impermanent, and rather invest in the eternal- in Jesus and His Kingdom!  We as 

believers know who we are— we are children of God who are not under this 

world and its values, the power of Satan.

READ vv 20-21.  “Third, they know Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who was 

true God and true Man, and should not allow for ‘my conception of God”.  Cf. 

4:1-6; John 1:18; 14:6-7.”  We recall in 4:1-6 John emphasizes that Jesus has 

come in the flesh from heaven, and this is the reference in v 20 where it says that 

the Son of God has come.  In John 8:42, “Jesus said to them, ‘If God were your 

Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now I am here. I did not 

come on my own, but he sent me.’”  Here the same verb for “has come” (η«κω) in v 

20 is used in John 8:42.  John had to combat the differing views of who God is as 

compared to the truth of the gospel— and this seems to be the point in v 21 when 

he warns against falling for idols.  Apparently, those causing schism in his church 

did not like the idea of God coming in the flesh and dying on a cross.  Today’s 

church skeptics are not really bothered by that.  Rather, they want to change the 

gospel to be a message of unconditional love and no judgement.  E.g., when we 

went to the French Quarter for a Prayer Table during Southern Decadence, I recall 

talking to a young lady sitting at one of the tarot card tables, and she said her view 

of God was one of complete love, and that all religions agreed on this point.  I said 

that love is certainly an important way God wants us to live, but what do we do 
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when we are unloving, when we fail to meet the high standard of love?  

Christianity says it is at that point that we realize we need a Savior, because we 

cannot save ourselves when we mess up and say very unloving things and act in 

very unloving ways.  Our good works will not even outweigh our bad works.  

People today may not worship stone statues, but they still have their idols— liek 

their own personal view of who God should be.

“What do we know?”  It is interesting that a few years after writing the 

song, “Carry On Wayward Son”, and the song, “Dust in the Wind”, Kerry Livgren 

became a Christian.  He was in the know on the ultimate questions on life!  In our 

vast universe, we have to admit that we don’t know much.  But for the Christian, 

the ultimate questions of our existence are answered in the gospel.  We are born 

again as God’s children and protected from the Evil One.  We are separate from 

the world and its attitudes and priorities.  And we worship the true God, who 

became a man and lived among us to die for our sins.  When we know these truths, 

we are ready to meet a world with the best news it could ever know that will 

unlock life eternal for them!
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