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 A good role model can be hard to find.  E.g., I recall once talking to a 

Mother about her son, a high schooler who was rebellious in the home.  And this 

was a Christian family.  As we talked I asked her if her son had any friends of 

similar age who were committed to Christ, and she said she did not think so.  It 

struck me in the conversation that that was an answer I often heard.  And this is so 

not only for adolescents, but also those in college and beyond.  That is why church 

is so important, and especially in-person church if you can manage it.  Meeting the 

right people in very important.  But also hearing about and watching from afar the 

right people as role models is important as well.  E.g., Roger Staubach was a huge 

role model for me when I was growing up, and even up until today.  I recall one of 

the players on defense during Staubach’s playing days on the Dallas Cowboys was 

Charlie Waters, a defensive back.  Not too long ago Charlie Waters lost his son in 

a tragic accident, and it sent him spiraling emotionally downward, as you can 

imagine.  Staubach knew this, and offered Waters a job in his thriving real estate 

business in Dallas— he ushered Waters into an office, said it was his own, and he 

could show up or not show up, but he had an income and a place to be as he 

mourned the loss of his son.  That is what we call Christian hospitality, and is a 

great role model.  Today we are going to meet another role model of Christian 

hospitality from the ancient world.

3 John 1-8 (p. 243)

  

  



CONTEXT: 3 John is, like 2 John, by the Elder, whom we indicated last week 

was someone of outstanding authority over churches in the area to which he is 

writing, and could well be the apostle John.  Usually this letter is dated to the end 

of the first century AD, but could me earlier— so probably anywhere from 60-90 

AD.

 READ v 1.  “What is crystal clear is the way John feels about Gaius— he 

really loves the guy!  Cf. 1 John 2:7; 4:1; 2 John 1.”  And John having great love 

for people is a trend, pattern in his life.  He had a pastor’s heart.  We see this in 1 

John 2:7 ad 4:1 where he calls his readers “beloved”, as he does in this letter in vv 

2, 5, and 11 with Gaius.  In 2 John 1 he says he loves the elect lady and her 

children in truth, just as he says this in v 1 in 3 John.   Have you ever met someone 

who had a pastor’s heart?  E.g., I think of a young man named Daniel Arzu, who 

was unfortunately senselessly gunned down while sitting on his front porch on his 

New Orleans East house on September 21; his story caught my eye because the 

headline in The Times-Picyaune said, “Shooting victim remembered as role 

model” (September 30, 2022, 2B).  His parents came to New Orleans to start a 

church, and he grew up in the church and worked at Christian camp called Pine 

Lake Fellowship Camp.  The executive director of the camp had this to say about 

him: “He was somebody (whom) his cabinmates respected and looked up to— 

aside from being tall. . . He was compassionate and paid attention to the people 

around him.  What they were going through mattered to him. . . You don’t work as 

a counselor because you’re interested in making money; you’re there because you 

care about other people.”  Pastoral people do things like that— they pray for 

others, call them when they have a concern,  Who is Gaius?  We don’t know.  I 

have read his name is as common and John was back then.  We recall that the 
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Roman emperor after Tiberius was Gaius Caligula from 37-41 AD, who was the 

uncle of Nero.  So, what was this Gaius like?

 READ vv 2-4.  “John’s rejoicing over Gaius involves at least two reasons.  

First, Gaius walks in the truth.  Cf. 2 John 4-6.”  Walking in the truth is an 

important theme for John.  READ 2 John 4-6.  People can walk in different ways, 

to different drummers.  E.g., I remember one guy years ago who went to church 

regularly, and was a very respectful, gentleman-type guy, and then one day I 

caught him and work when he didn’t know I was there and he was talking with 

inappropriate language.  In vv 3-4 the present tense of the verb “to walk” is used, 

thus indicating he was continuing to walk this way, in the truth.  Have you ever 

seen someone walking consistently in the truth, even when it is not popular?  E.g. 

a wealthy Christian friend of mine who would speak out against racism even when 

it would not benefit him socially or in his business, but he made it clear where 

God was on the issue.  E.g., I recall when the Christian group Focus on the Family 

came under fire a few years ago when Drew Brees promoted a Bring Your Bible to 

School Day because it was said that Focus on the Family promoted marriage only 

between one man and one woman, and there was a former Saints football player 

who defended Focus on the Family— Ben Watson.  Gaius was the type of person 

who would stand for the truth, walk in the truth, no matter the crowd.

 READ vv 5-8.  “Second, Gaius is a great host, caring for believers even 

though he may not know them!  Cf. Hebrews 13:1-2.  ‘So, if anyone should come 

and teach you. . . welcome him.  But if the teacher himself goes astray and teaches 

a different teaching that underminds all this, do not listen to him.  However, if his 

teaching contributes to righteousness and knowledge of the Lord, welcome him as 

you would the Lord.  Now concerning the apostle and prophets, deal with them as 

follows.in accordance with the rule of the gospel.  Let every apostle who comes to 

you be welcomed as if he were the Lord.  But he is not to stay for more than one 
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day, unless there is need, in which case h may stay another.  But if he stays three 

days, he is a false prophet.  And when the apostle leave, he is to take nothing 

except bread until he finds his next night’s lodging.  But if he asks for money, he I 

a false prophet.’ Didache 11.1-6 (ca. late first century -150 AD)”  Gaius was the 

host with the most!  It was common in that day, as we saw in 2 John 10-11, that 

traveling teachers would come through to bless the churches and help them grow.  

The practical problem came with the issue of where to lodge them, as there were 

no Holiday Inns in that part of the world at that time!  It was the believers 

themselves.  That is not always needed today, but sometimes it is.  E.g., I recall in 

college I got a call at my house where a stranger came to UNO and looked up 

InterVarsity Christian Fellowship and found my name as one of the leaders, got 

my home phone number, and said he was a Christian traveling around and wanted 

a place to stay for the night.  I was caught a bit off-guard because I had no idea 

who this guy was.  I called my campus pastor, John Schmidt, and he and his wife 

and children took him in for the night.  I was impressed with their kind hosting of 

this Christian man— and indeed he was a Christian.  E.g., I have seen you host 

people in your homes, even those you did not know, like during Norwood and 

Tiffany’s wedding, and that was very kind of you.  E.g., it is interesting to see how 

the early church handled such situations, as we see in the quote from Didache 

11.1-6 above.

 “Do we follow Gaius as a role model?”  Good question!  Are we walking in 

the truth, in season and out of season, when it is popular and not popular?  Some 

people have the gift of being a host, and for others this does not come naturally.  

That is ok, because we all have spiritual gifts.  But we all from time to time may 

be called upon to host a Christian in need for a time.  When we do, it is for the 

glory of the Lord for the spread of the gospel.
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