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 Sometimes it is surprising when people change teams.  We see this at times 

with sports teams.  E.g., I recall being quite surprised when the Saints picked up 

Jameis Winston, who as you might recall played for our division rival Tampa Bay 

Buccaneers, but also was involved in a controversial on-field fight against our star 

defensive back Marshon Latimore.  But fortunately everything was smoothed over 

well.  This also happens at times in the world of politics.  E.g., I recall reading that 

Ronald Reagan was once a Democrat before he became the Republican governor 

of California and then President of the U.S.  Also, I think of David Horowitz who 

was born and raised a “red diaper baby” with his parents being members of the 

American Commumist Party in the 1950s and he as a young adult he was the co-

editor of the Communist periodical Rampart, and then in the 1970s he became 

disenchanted with the Left when the Marxist group the Black Panther group was 

suspected of murdering someone, and Horowitz switched “teams” and became a 

Conservative.  It is interesting to see people change their teams or their alliances 

or worldviews, especially when they are adults.  Today we will see someone doing 

that with regard to Jesus— an unlikely convert.

READ Luke 19:1-10 (p. 82)

  

  



CONTEXT: Jesus is traveling near Jericho when He encounters a blind beggar 

who calls to Him to heal him.  Jesus stops, engages the blind beggar, and simply 

says for him to receive his sight, and he does!

 READ vv 1-2.  “Zacchaeus was a man who had, it seemed, everything: 

wealth, health, and possessions.  Cf. 1 Timothy 6:17-19.”  He is called in our 

passage “a chief tax collector” with the word in Greek α� ρχιτελω' νης, which 

scholars share in all the ancient Greek literature available today is only found 

here.  Apparently it refers to Zacchaeus being the head of tax collectors in the area 

collecting custom dues from those coming from Perea, the area to the west of the 

Jordan River, to the east where Jericho is found.  Tax collectors were notorious for 

over-charging in taxes and keep the extra money and thus being wealthy.  On the 

outside they seemed to have it all, but in reality they do not.  Have you ever 

known someone like that?  E.g., this week we all heard the truly tragic news that 

Tom Brady and his wife are getting a divorce after 13 years of marriage and 

having two children together.  For a very long time people have called Brady the 

“GOAT”— Greatest of All Time— from the quarterback position he plays; he’s 

won seven Super Bowls, has great looks, is relatively young at 45, super wealthy, 

and has a super-model wife.  What could go wrong?  The news this week only 

underscores that we all have feet of clay, and we should pause when we believe 

people “have it all”, especially if they don’t have Jesus in the center of their lives.  

E.g., I recall at one of the churches I have served in the past I was thinking 

something similar, that the congregants “had it all”.  I was driving around a 

neighborhood by the church looking at the nice houses and manicured lawns and 

thinking, “Lord, I don’t know what I have to offer these people; they seem to have 

it all.”  But I sensed the Lord just wanting me to minister to them the gospel, and 

as I did I got to know the people “behind the curtain”, the real people— and they 

were people with struggling marriages, rebellious children, broken dreams, and so 
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one.  They needed the gospel, and were kind enough to let me into their lives and 

to listen to the relevance of the gospel message.  One thing is clear about 

Zacchaeus, though, and that is he was, like all tax collectors, hated by many.  He 

could certainly have benefited by Paul’s words in 1 Timothy 6:17-19; READ.  

Which is what makes what follows so interesting.

 READ vv 3-7.  “Nevertheless, Jesus intrigued him.  Cf. 5:27-32.”  But by 

the time we get to Luke 19 Jesus is presented at a “friend of tax collectors and 

sinners” in 7:34 and sharing a parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector (18:9-

14) where the example to follow is the humble tax collector begging humbly for 

God’s forgiveness and not the self-righteous and proud Pharisee.  So, perhaps  

Zacchaeus had heard of Jesus’ reputation and wanted to find out more about Him.  

In many ways this is what our world is like, especially here in skeptical and at 

times spiritually anesthetized New Orleans.  We may miss this, but we do at the 

peril of people not hearing the gospel.  People want to know about the real Jesus, 

but they may not be interested in the church.  So then, why don’t we hold a four-

session or a six-session study on who Jesus is for the skeptical.  E.g., I recall in 

college I had met over one summer students from Yale University who were very 

skeptical about Jesus, so I asked them if they would like to get together informally 

and examine some passages about Jesus, and they said they would.  So we did!  I 

don’t recall them deciding to follow Jesus that summer, but our time together 

nudged them closer to considering Him.  People who look on the outside like they 

have everything and unsympathetic to the gospel may indeed be people the Holy 

Spirit has been preparing for meeting you!  Zacchaeus was one such person.

 READ vv 8-10.  “Zacchaeus showed the practical— and necessary— side 

of conversion: repentance.  Cf. 13:1-4; Matthew 3:9.”  Zacchaeus stands up and 

announces to all at the meal that he will give half of his possessions to the poor 

and repay four-times the amount he has overcharged people.  This four-times 
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reminds of Exodus 22:1 where if one steals someone’s sheep that person has to 

pay four-times what the person stole— i.e., four sheep for every sheep stolen.  

New Testament scholar I. Howard Marshall notes that similar restoration was fond 

amongst the Romans and Egyptians (Commentary on Luke, p. 698).  The practical 

side of repentance is seen here, where one turns his or her life over to the Lord, 

and that leads to restoration of relationships with others whom the person may 

have wronged.  E.g., I recall reading in Time magazine about the “Promise 

Keepers” movement in the 1990s where men came to stadiums to hear the gospel 

message and how to be godly men.  Time did not know what to think of this 

movement, and was skeptical in the article about whether it would lead to men 

exercising tyrannical power in the home, but the article shared about a man who 

went to an event and came back and went straight to his wife and had her sit down 

and he washed her feet and apologized to her for treating her badly.  That is 

practical repentance.  Repentance is the beginning of one’s following of Jesus, as 

Jesus Himself made clear in 13:1-4.  Just as one cannot really be a child of 

Abraham by being born Jewish— as John the Baptist reminds in Matthew 3:9— 

so one cannot be a child of God without repentance.  We need to remember 

always: conversion without repentance is a false conversion.  Across history 

notorious figures have become Christians— like C.S. Lewis, Charles Colson, and 

John Newton.  E.g., I recall one of my seminary professors, New Testament 

scholar Royce Gruenler, went from being a process theologian who held 

unbiblical views such as God is evolving in His goodness and this explains the 

problem of evil in our world to coming back to his earlier faith in the God of the 

Bible.

 “Do our lives reflect a Zacchaeus-type of conversion?”  Zacchaeus gave 

over the area of his life most in conflict with God— his real “god” was his money, 

his possessions.  He is, in many ways, an unlikely convert— an unlikely person to 
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switch teams, so to speak.  Do you have a family member or friend whom you 

would see as an unlikely convert?  Perhaps you see this person as an impossibility 

for coming to Christ.  But the Lord does not see the situation in that way.  We 

need to pray for these people, and ask the Lord to use us.  Perhaps we need to just 

live the gospel before them.  Perhaps we need to ask them where they are 

spiritually.  Perhaps we need to ask them how we can be praying for them.  If 

Jesus could win Zacchaeus to Himself, He can still do so with our loved ones!   
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