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 Sometimes it is easy to lose focus.  This can happen when we are driving.  

E.g., I recall someone whose daughter was driving and she got caught up in a text 

message on her phone and ended up getting in an accident with, from what I 

recall, a “Stop” sign.  E.g., we see this in sports— I recall as Tiger Woods was 

coming up as a top golfer his Dad would try to do things to try to distract him, like 

dropping a golf bag while he was putting, to help him keep his focus.  Sometimes 

the noise around us can make us lose our focus.  And sometimes the noise in life 

can make us lose focus on important relationships in our lives.  E.g., I recall 

talking to a husband who had gotten his wife a big nice house. and a lot of 

creature comforts.  The only problem was he was out of town one-third of the year 

with his job.  So he decided to change to a job where he could be home much 

more, and it helped him with his wife and family.  What happened?  He had lost 

his focus, and fortunately he got it back.  This is the time of year— Christmas— 

where we can very easily lose our focus, so we are beginning a sermon series 

which I hope will help us to keep Christ in our Christmas.

READ Matthew 1:1 (p. 1)

  

  



CONTEXT: Matthew’s gospel is probably written by the apostle Matthew in the 

60’s AD, but could be in the 80’s AD.  It is recognized as the most Jewish of the 

four gospels in that it is written by someone from a Jewish background primarily 

for those from a Jewish background.

 READ v 1.  “Matthew, echoing the ‘book of origins/genesis’ in Genesis 2:4 

and 5:1, prepares his readers for something radically new!  One New Testament 

scholar states, ‘According to Matt/ 1:1, a new epoch of universal history begins 

twith Jesus Christ’” (H. Frankmölle, as quoted in the Exegetical Dictionary of the 

New Testament, vol. 1, p. 243).  In a similar way to the beginning of John’s gospel 

with its echoing Genesis 1:1— “In the beginning was the Word. . .”— Matthew 

begins his gospel with an echo of the creation narrative in Genesis and the first 

genealogy in Genesis.  We are reminded of Jesus’ telling Nicodemus that he must 

be born again to enter the Kingdom of Heaven in John 3, and Paul speaks of the 

fact that if anyone is in Christ there is a new creation, where the old things have 

passed away and new things have come (2 Corinthians 5:17.  W.D. Davies and 

Dale Allison, in their three volume commentary on Matthew, believe that v 1 is 

actually the general title for the gospel (vol. 1, p. 151-152).  In a real sense, this is 

Matthew’s way of saying that just as the creation of this present world was 

something radically new, in a similar way the advent of Jesus is the start of 

something radically new, a new creation.  We are familiar with new starts, aren’t 

we?  E.g., Every four to eight years we have the start of a new president of the 

U.S. and a new administration.  E.g., every August we start a new school year.  

E.g., every January 1st we celebrate the dawn of a new year with great 

expectations.  In a much more significant way, with Jesus, we are addressing a 

radically new epoch in human history, a new creation.  But who is this Jesus?

 “Jesus’ name was a common one in the first century AD and is the Greek 

spelling of the Hebrew Joshua, which means, Yahweh saves.  Cf. 1:21.”  The 
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name Jesus was common in the ancient world, as we see in the Old Testament 

Apocryphal book Jesus Ben Sirach, also known as Ecclesiasticus.  But for 

Matthew it was a special name, especially as it comes from Joshua.  Joshua is a 

pivotal figure in the Old Testament.  He was the successor of Moses in the exodus, 

and it was Joshua who led the Israelites into the Promised Land, Palestine.  The 

name Jesus is so important for Matthew that it appears in chapter one five times.  

From what does this Jesus save?  He did not come to deliver His people from 

political oppression.  Jesus came to deliver His people from a more vicious and 

powerful oppressor— sin.  I.e., human rebellion and disobedience to the will of a 

righteous and merciful God.  I.e., human insistence of declaration of independence 

from God; thus, right and wrong are centered in what the human heart decides, or 

a large group of human beings decide is right and wrong.  This expresses the 

doctrine of original sin as we see in Genesis 3 where Adam and Eve want to be 

like God, rendering God superfluous and so they could be independent of God, 

and this desire to be independent from God is inherited by you and me.  Sin is the 

height of human arrogance and pride, and the height of self-worship. E.g., what is 

behind every war?  Human sin.  E.g., what is behind every divorce?  Human sin.  

What is behind every family squabble?  Human sin.  E.g., I recall a church I 

served in the past had two elderly sisters who hadn’t talked to each other for 

decades; one of them hurt them in the past and it was never forgotten.  What a 

tragedy!  So, how did Jesus save His people from their sins?  God, who is the only 

good in the universe, has to use His power heal human moral decadence.  The only 

problem is that God can have nothing to do with us because we are so unlike Him.  

His justice and righteousness forbids it.  Thus, Jesus offers a solution for the 

alienation, chasm between us and God.  Jesus, God in the flesh— “Yahweh saves 

is the translation of ‘Jesus’— becomes alienated from God on the cross.  He takes 

our penalty for our sin on the cross.  Cf. Galatians 3:13, where He takes our curse 
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on the cross.  In Mark 10:45 Jesus said, “The Son of Man came not to be served, 

but to serve and give His life a ransom for man.”  This is quite a task for anyone.  

What more do we know about Jesus?

 “Who is Jesus?  He is the Christ, the Greek word for the Hebrew Messiah, 

which means anointed.  This leads to His being the son of David, who was 

predicted “to rule over your servant Israel in the time known to you, O God” 

(Psalms of Solomon 17:21; first century BC).  Not only that, but Jesus is the son 

of Abraham, the Father of the Jews, through whom ‘all the families of the earth 

shall be blessed’ (Genesis 12:3c).  Cf. 28:19.”  Let’s work backwards from 

Matthew’s presentation.  He ends with Abraham because he begins the genealogy 

starts with Abraham.  If Jesus is the son of the Father of the Jews, then he is a true 

Jew.  E.g., it is kind of like being an authentic part of a particular group or 

ethnicity, and I think of cajuns in particular, because I love their accent.  In years 

past I loved the Christmas in the Oaks exhibit of the reading of the book The 

Cajun Night Before Christmas, with the authentic cajun accent!  E.g., when I went 

with Pic Cyr to visit his Mom in Jeanertte, LA I would meet some of his family 

members who live there, and I loved hearing them talk at times in their natural 

accent, and especially eating their food!  Jesus is an authentic, real Jew— a son of 

Abraham.  And Jesus is a son of David as the Messiah.  Kings, prophets, and 

priests were anointed for their roles.  As the first century BC work the Psalms of 

Solomon shows, the idea was in the air during the time of Jesus that the Messiah 

would be from David’s line.  We recall also in 2 Samuel 7 God promises David 

that He would ensure that a son of David would be His son and reign forever.  

David is so important to Matthew that in the first chapter of his gospel David’s 

name appears six times!  E.g., I am kind of reminded of the son of former 

President John F. Kennedy, John Kennedy, Jr. and the way his life was a focus of 

the public during its short span.  It was almost like he was destined for greatness 
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as a son of the former president.  It was almost like he was an expected messianic 

figure.  It probably did not hurt that he was also known for being very handsome!   

Jesus, as His genealogy unfolds after v 1, traces His line from not only Abraham, 

but also David to Joseph.  Some question how Jesus could be a son of David if 

Joseph was not His biological father.  The answer is that to the Jewish way of 

thinking in the ancient world, the fact that in 1:20,24-25 Joseph takes Mary to be 

his wife would make legally both Mary and Jesus part of David’s line (cf. R.E. 

Brown, The Birth of the Messiah, updated ed., p. 511 n.20)...

 “How can we keep this Christ in our Christmas?”  If we are not following 

Jesus, accept His free gift of salvation from our sins and allow Him to be your 

leader, your Lord.  If you are following Jesus, let us keep our focus on Jesus this 

Christmas and worship Jesus as the One who brings the radical new into our lives 

of love, forgiveness, humility of character, witnesses to His work in our lives— 

making us more and more in His likeness.  Also, reading our new Advent 

Devotional Booklet would be a great way of keeping our focus on Christ this 

Christmas!
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