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 One of the greatest fears people have is of being alone.  E.g., I recall when I 

was sleeping in my parents house for the first time when I was in college, I did not 

like it at all.  I kept hearing sounds that kept me awake!  E.g., I know of people 

who don’t want to go to social events by themselves, like Christmas parties, 

especially if they do not know anyone there or only know a few people!  We all 

have this craving for companionship.  Wouldn’t it be nice never to be alone?   In 

many ways, the message of Christmas addresses this deep-seated human need.

READ Matthew 1:22-23 (p 1)

  

  



CONTEXT: Matthew’s gospel begins with the opening title sentence of the 

origin or genesis of Jesus Christ, son of David, son of Abraham.  And then gives a 

Jewish genealogy of Jesus, and begins with the story of Jesus’ miraculous birth.  

After Joseph is directed in a dream not to divorce Mary but to marry her, for the 

child in her is from the Holy Spirit, and the child’s name is to be Jesus, for He will 

save His people from their sins.

.

 “One of the most important characteristics of Israel’s God was that 

when they walked in His ways He was with them, as with Joshua when he 

took the Promised Land.  By contrast, when Israel abandoned God, He would 

turn His face from them.  Cf. Deuteronomy 31:16-18; Joshua 1:8-9; Micah 

3:4,9-12.”  From the inception of the nation of Israel God promised His 

people that He would be with them through this dangerous time.  In Exodus 

13:21-22 we see God guiding them by His presence by a pillar of could by day 

and a pillar of fire by night.  When Moses died and Joshua took over leading 

the Israelites, God promised and reassured Joshua, “This book of the law 

shall not depart out of your mouth; you shall meditate on it day and night, so 

that you may be careful to act in accordance with all that is written in it.  For 

then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will be successful.   I 

hearby command you: Be strong and courageous, do not be frightened or 

dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”  Have you 

ever done something that made you nervous?  We all have!  So how did you 

handle it?  Just grim, clench your teeth, and get through it?  Joshua 1, I am 

convinced, provides the solution.  We honor God in our preparation, and then 

go forward with His leading and knowing He is with us.  E.g., I recall in high 

school when I ran track— I ran the 800 and 400 (in the mile relay) — I would 

get nervous, lots of stomach butterflies before the race gun went off!  I recall 
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one race it was windy and in the 40s, and we ran in shorts and a very light, 

sleeveless shirt.  So not only was I nervous, but I was also freezing!!  But often 

in my races I would imagine in my mind’s eye Jesus in a white robe and 

sandals running right beside me, and it gave me a great peace.  E.g., there 

were times when I had to speak for the Lord and when I focus on His being 

with me an great peace fills me, and there are times I don’t focus on this and I 

get tongue-tied!  But notice that God in the Old Testament makes clear that if 

Israel moves away from Him and worships other gods, He will move away 

from them, turning His face away from them, as the Deuteronomy passage 

makes clear, as well as Micah.  READ Micah 3:4,9-12.  E.g., I have been 

reading about theologian and pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer during the 1930s 

when the Nazi party was rising to prominence, and in a sermon celebrating 

Martin Luther he upbraided the church for being silent during Adolf Hitler’s 

rise to power, but the church at that time had wandered away from the Lord 

and was a shell of a church and was going through the motions of worship 

and saying prayers, not a living, vital body of believers who could speak out 

against Hitler in a prophetic way.  Thus they turned away from God, and 

they lost the protection and power of His presence.  God’s presence with His 

people in the Old Testament was limited, lacked intimacy because of 

humanity’s waywardness, and the Holy of Holies in the temple was where He 

resided, where the priests could only go once a year, the day of atonement.

 READ Matthew 1:22-23.  “God, knowing the fickleness of the human 

heart, sent His Son, with the result that His Son would carry the name which 

means, ‘God with us’, in fulfillment of Isaiah 7:14 and made 

permanent/intimate by being a ransom for His people’s sins.  Cf. Matthew 

20:28/Mark 10:45; Matthew 28:20.”  This idea of Jesus the “God with us” is 

vital in understanding what a relationship with God is like.  This is why we 
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see marriage often in Scripture being used as an analogy for God’s 

relationship with His people.  We see this in Ephesians 5:21-33 where God 

tells husbands to love their wives as Christ loved the church and gave Himself 

up for her; and in Revelation 21:1-4 where we see the new Jerusalem coming 

down from heaven, adorned as a bride for her husband.  E.g., I have heard 

someone say about marriage that it is cool because she always had a date and 

someone to talk to and be with.  E.g., when Elena and I got married we 

married our finances together— we had one check book, and we still do, and 

would often sit down and try to play financially where we wanted to be and 

where we wanted to go and trips we wanted to take; we were dependent on 

each other-- even today, when I leave the house and she is there my usual 

practice is to tell her where I am going.  Many of you who are married or 

have been married know what that is like.  And in may ways that is what it is 

like following Jesus— it is like being married to Him, where our finances are 

His finances, our plans are His plans.  A vital part of the definition of 

marriage is commitment, through thick and thin, sickness and health.  This is, 

through Jesus, what God offers you and me!

 “What difference does Jesus the Immanuel make for you and me 

today?”  God is like the Great Cosmic Gentleman— He will not force Himself 

on us.  But He will invite us into a relationship with Him, not as slaves, but as 

His children, even as the Bride of Christ.  We recall last Sunday I said the 

message of Christmas is basically: King Jesus + Prince of Peace + eternity.  

People love the peace and eternity, but are often not so sure about Jesus being 

King, Ruler, Lord of their lives.  The reason we can trust Him is because He 

also comes to us as Immanuel, God with us.  God does not want us to love 

Him out of duty, but out of want— because we love Him for all He has done 

for us.  I.e., He really loves us, and wants to be with us always!  In fact, this is 
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exactly the way Matthew’s gospel ends in 28:20!  If Jesus is not in your life as 

Lord and Savior, all you have to do is invite Him in.  If Jesus is in your life as 

Lord and Savior, then enjoy His presence and praise Him for it each day, and 

that as we look toward the uncertainties of 2023 we can have joy knowing 

that, no matter what, Jesus is with us!
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