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 Have you ever been in a place where the stability of the place was 

questionable?  E.g., I recall in 1986 I was on a short-term mission trip to West 

Africa, and the first place we stopped was Liberia.  When we got off the plane the 

team on which I was was told not to hand our passports to anyone until we get to 

the place where the officials were— i.e., people would be trying to act in a very 

official way and ask for our passports, but do not give them to those people.  So, 

sure enough when we got off the plane we had a number of people asking for my 

passport, and finally we came to the people who were obviously the officials and 

we could show them our passports.  I served on a ship called the Doulos, and 

when we had to go in town we had to walk from the ship through a check station, 

and the guards there were carrying intimidating automatic rifles, and they did not 

look trustworthy.  Three years later Charles Taylor started a civil war in Liberia.  

But we don’t have to go outside the U.S. to find unrest.  E.g., the murder rate in 

New Orleans is alarming and spurring people to want to recall our mayor— the 

top five murder-rate cities in the U.S.: St. Louis, Baltimore, Detroit, New Orleans, 

Baton Rouge.  Wouldn’t it be nice to be in a place which was known for complete 

stability, for total peace?  To get there, we need a leader known for peace.  

Christmas reminds us of where to find such a person!

READ Micah 5:2-5a (p. 865); Luke 1:32-33 (p. 37)

  

  



CONTEXT: Micah is a prophet who is a contemporary of Isaiah, writing around 

750-720 BC.  He is a Judean prophet who writes of God’s judgment on Israel and 

Judah, but also speaks of a coming promise of God’s restoration.

 READ Micah 5:1-5a.  “In Micah (ca. 750-720 BC), we read of God’s 

promise of basically three things: a ruler will be born in Bethlehem, where David 

was born, whose origin is mysterious and from antiquity, and whose reign will be 

known worldwide for peace.  Cf. Isaiah 9:6.”  David is from the small town of 

Bethlehem.  The ancient name for Bethlehem is Ephrathah, as we see in Genesis 

35:16-19.  We see that David’s Dad Jesse is called “Jesse the Bethlehemite” in 1 

Samuel 16:1.  So when Micah tells us of a child to be born to rule, and he will be 

born in Bethlehem, the original audience for Micah would have immediately 

thought of someone from King David’s line.  E.g., if we were to say someone was 

going to run from president of the U.S. and this person would hail from Mount 

Vernon, many people would immediately think of someone from George 

Washington’s likeness or even line.  This was especially true for the Jews with 

King David.  And the time period is about the same— we are 225 years removed 

from when George Washington was finished being president, and Micah was 

about 225 years removed from the end of King David’s reign.  But there is 

mystery surrounding this child mentioned in Micah.  He will have an origin from 

ancient days.  What is odd is that this is not a present child to which Micah is 

referring, but a future child.  So, a future child whose origin is long ago in the 

past.  Old Testament scholar Bruce Waltke in his commentary on Micah (in the 

Tyndale commentary on Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, p. 182) believes this is a 

reference to long ago when David’s reign began.  But Old Testament scholar 

Thomas McComiskey (in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 427) is 

right to point out that the grammar in the original language makes it clear that the 
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origin is of the child, not King David’s reign long ago.  Not only will Micah’s 

child have an origin in antiquity, but his reign will be one of peace worldwide.  

One is reminded of what Micah’s contemporary Isaiah had in speaking about the 

Davidic child to come, “For a child has been born for us, a son given to us, 

authority rests upon his shoulders, and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  The phrase “Mighty God” in Isaiah is 

only used of God.  And in Isaiah “Prince of Peace” can also be translated, “Ruler 

of Peace” (ׂשר ׂשלום).  It is important to remember that the Hebrew word for 

“peace” means a total sense of peace— “peace, prosperity, well, health, 

completeness, safety” (from G. Loyd Carr, Theological Wordbook of the Old 

Testament, vol. 2, p. 931).  That is a sense of peace which unfortunately we don’t 

feel much today.  E.g., I recall hearing of people who lived in a time where they 

could sleep with their doors unlocked at night.  E.g., also, people could sleep with 

their car doors unlocked at night— I recall when I was doing a prayer walk around 

Lake Vista one car in a driveway had a sign on its driver’s side window that said 

in effect, “Please don’t break into this car— we have left nothing of worth in it.”  

What God wants to give us today, and into perfection in eternity, is a sense of total 

cosy peace.  E.g., Susan wrote in yesterday’s Advent Devotional book a 

devotional called “No Worries!”, where she says, “One of the biggest changes in 

my life since I turned my life over to Christ is the ever-growing peace I know in 

Him.  It truly is a peace that ‘surpases all comprehension.’  I’ve talked with othe 

Christian frineds who say the same thing.  It’s not the Alfred E. Neuman comic 

‘What, me worry?’ kind of peace, but something much deeper and real.  When 

push comes to shove, I remember that God knows what is going to happen, and he 

is the only one in control  He is faithful and unchanging, and I can put my rust in 

Him and let Him ‘take care of the rest.’”  In Kaylor’s Advent devotion for today, 

entitled, “Confidence”, she says, “God give me confidence when I am anxious 
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about tests and assignments.  He helps me because I have faith in Him to hel[p me.  

This gives me faith in myself to do well.  I believe that if you have faith God will 

meet you in your current situation.  You have to make a sincere effort first to do 

well and then when you As God for strength He will help.  It may not seem like 

God is right there with you, but He is there all the time.  You just need to believe.  

God helps me during my math tests to have confidence but not too much.  We 

pray before the test that we can do well.  We know we have studied hard before , 

too.  So far God has helped me pass all my tests.  God is good a;l the time. All the 

time God is good.  Amen.  Hallelujah.”    You too have probably had experiences 

like that.  Those are foretastes of they type of peace the Lord wants to bring to our 

lives.  That is the reign of Micah’s child.

 We read in Luke about a child coming in a similar way.  READ Luke 1:32-

33.  “In Luke, the angel Gabriel tells Mary essentially the same news, but adds one 

more feature— the child boy king will reign forever!”  There was much 

anticipation of the Messiah in the first century AD, but not necessarily an eternal 

aspect to it.  One exception to that is a Qumran document called 4QFlorilegium, 

where the promise of David’s child reigning forever and being seen as God’s son, 

was linked with the Messiah.  That is exactly what the angel Gabriel does in his 

message to Mary.  And we all have this longing for eternity, don’t we, where we 

cannot imagine there being a day where we don’t exist, and even that our loved 

ones won’t be there.  E.g., I recall someone talking about losing her Mom, and she 

said what caught her off-guard was not so much her Mom’s death, but that she 

thought she would always be there, and she could always ask her questions and 

talk to her, and she took her Mom’s longevity for granted and now she lives with 

regret.  On our own, we are all doomed for such an end.  But with the coming of 

Jesus, all that bad news has been removed— for those who follow King Jesus 

follow a King whose Kingdom and reign of peace will have no end!
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 “Where do we see evidence of Christ’s reign today?”  We clearly live in a 

broken world, and each of us could probably produce many examples of this, as 

we did at this beginning of this message.  The “formula” from God is to get His 

reign of peace is: King Jesus + Prince of Peace + forevermore.  I.e., when we have 

Jesus as our King and Lord to reign over our lives, then we will know the Prince 

or Ruler of Peace, and this will be for eternity.  But we live in a world that wants 

the last two— peace and eternity— without Jesus as King over their lives.  E.g., I 

recall talking with a woman who went from being an atheist to a God believer and 

we had a good conversation about that, but she was also living with her boyfriend, 

and I have the sense that when we talk more about the Lord Jesus and following 

Him she will have to give this relationship to the Lord which will mean separating 

their living arrangement; more times than not, whenever I have had such 

conversations with people interested in spiritual things they say that they cannot 

give the Lord reign over their romantic lives.  Sometimes we are like that too— 

we want Jesus’ peace and eternity, just not some much Jesus Himself.  It is like I 

have read— people want Christianity without the Christ.  If you are in that type of 

situation today, I encourage you to repent and give your life to Jesus and accept 

His sacrifice for your sins and allow Him to reign over your life, so that you will 

know true peace and eternity!  If you have already given your life to Christ, then I 

invite us to ask the Lord whether we are challenging His reign over our lives.  We 

experience here in worship this morning in this beautiful, peaceful place.  Let us 

thank Him, and spread the good news of His Kingdom reign to others..
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