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 What is the core part for functionality of any relationship, family, society, 

and nation?  E.g., I was reminded about this when I was counseling with a married 

couple.  One of their big problem issues was finances.  The wife would ask the 

husband such questions of whether they had debt, and he would say no, and then 

she would get calls from a creditor.  The result was a very damaged marriage 

where she could not trust what he said.  But ultimately, the problem was not really 

finances.  It was the truth.  Could he tell her something that she could believe?  

The unfortunate answer to that question is, no.  She could not believe him.  And 

thus they really could not have a marriage of intimacy of a relationship because 

she could not trust what he was saying was true.  Do you know of similar 

marriages like that?  Or similar relationships that are not marriages— platonic 

friendships?  One of the teachings I have tried to impress on my children is always 

tell the truth, because if they lie to me then trust in our relationship is severely 

damaged, because I will begin thinking when they tell me something, “Is that 

truth, or a lie?”  And relational intimacy is damaged.  God knows this.  And as the 

Creator of relationships, He knows truth is essential.  And when He sent His Son, 

He sent Truth.  As we are closing out the series, “Keeping CHRIST in Christmas”, 

we would do well to consider the role of truth in Jesus’ coming.

READ John 1:9,14,16-17 (pp. 91-92)

  

  



CONTEXT: The opening 18 verses of John’s gospel are called the Johannine 

Prologue and was apparently an independent piece placed at the start of the gospel 

and had themes which the gospel unpacks.

 READ v 9.  “When Jesus the Son of God entered the world in the flesh He 

represented at least three great truths.  First, in a world often very dark, He was the 

true light!  Cf. 9:5.”  As I have gotten older, I have come to appreciate light.  E.g.,  

I value flashlights and keeping a good supply of batteries.  When Hurricane Zeta 

hit New Orleans last year and all our power went out for a while, I was prepared 

with my flashlights around the house!  Jesus and His message are like that.  We 

are wandering around in darkness until we get to know Him.  This is reminiscent 

of Jesus calling Himself the Light of the World in 9:5 when He healed a man born 

blind.  One of the biggest areas where we wander in darkness without Jesus is that 

we really don’t know who we are.  Please consider this.  If we are not following 

Jesus, we are left to our own devices about who we are— making our own rules 

about what is right and wrong, setting our own priorities about what is most 

important in life, and the meaning of all relationships is purely pragmatic, not true 

in principle.  I.e., we are left to create our own truth.  Thus we fall into vital errors.  

E.g., I recall one youth putting the question to his parents as to why he should 

obey them and honor them— shouldn’t he decide whether they were worthy of it?  

The fact that they were his parents, brought him into the world, provided for his 

needs, cherished and protected him when he was younger and vulnerable were not 

sufficient reasons.  In short, without Jesus, we don’t have the light to know who 

we truly are.  And if the Bible is right in saying we are so steeped in our own pride 

and selfishness that we are in desperate need of a Savior, then we can see that 

when we are left to our own devices to determine who we are we will be often 
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falling into great error and pain.  So, Jesus is the true light, the one who truly 

enlightens us as to who we are.

 READ v 14.  “We long in this world not for pure justice, but justice mixed 

with grace/mercy, and in Jesus we find the true representation of that.”  It always 

concerns me when people demand justice and nothing else.  Why?  Because in a 

sense we are all guilty.  We have all broken God’s law in some way, and we all 

stand worthy of condemnation.  God realizes this, so He sent Jesus to bring grace 

and mercy with His truth.  This grace/mercy happens when we are shown favor 

that is undeserved.  We all know what it is like to receive this grace and mercy, 

and how good it feels!  E.g., I recall when I was growing up, about 10 or 11 or 12, 

my family would take month-long vacations.  It was my Mom’s idea.  My Dad 

worked so much she wanted to be sure we had time with him.  So we would all 

hop in the car and drive to different parts of the U.S..  The only problem was that I 

was the only boy with two older sisters sitting next to each other for hours at a 

time many days of our trips.  I could not help it but I really wanted to bother them!  

So I did, often.  And my Dad finally said toward the end of the trip that I would 

not be allowed to go swimming for the rest of the trip.  Ugh!!  I loved swimming 

when we got to hotels, and here we were about to go to a hotel near the beach in 

Florida, as I recall.  I was moping around for days after the punishment, which I 

deserved, and finally my Dad had grace and mercy on me.  Since I had been 

obedient, he said I could go swimming on the final days of the trip.  I couldn’t 

believe my good fortune!!  I was released from my imprisonment of boredom!    In 

Jesus we have a similar grace given to us.  He is God come in the flesh and full of 

truth, and in the way He relates to us is His grace at the same time.  This grace 

comes through His death for our sins-- as John the Baptist says later in John 1:29, 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  
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 READ vv 16-17.  “Third, we find in Jesus not a truth, but in Him we find 

The Truth!  Cf. 14:6.  In v 16 we should note that the phrase “grace upon grace” is 

a poor translation.  This was pointed out in a scholarly article from New 

Testament scholar and Greek expert, Dr. Ruth Edwards, who was my supervisor 

on my Ph.D. at the University of Aberdeen.  Instead, Ruth pointed out, we should 

translate “grace instead of grace”.  The meaning is made clear when we read the 

next verse, where the law came from Moses— which was an expression of God’s 

grace— and yet grace and truth come through Jesus.  For the third time in the 

Prologue some cognate of the word “truth” occurs, and this is a very important 

theme in the Johannine writings in the New Testament.  John wants to make 

perfectly clear that Jesus is not a truth, but The Truth, Truth is embodied in Him.  

This can be seen in John 14:6 where Jesus said that He is the way, the truth, and 

the life, that no one comes to the Father except through Him.  We live in a world 

that is terrified of this kind of truth from God.  E.g., when Hitler took power in the 

early 1930s he had his propaganda chief Joseph Goebbels make sure all realms of 

society— the arts, media, academia, religion, etc. were expressing agreement with 

the truths of National Socialism, the Nazis.  E.g., Mao Zedong in China made sure 

all of China followed his lead by putting his teachings in the Little Red Book, 

which was a holy, sacred book to them of what was really true.  We in the U.S. 

have seen challenges to freedom of speech in the last few years, where 

government leaders have tried to establish a Disinformation Governance Board, 

which was fortunately dissolved over public outrage.  Meanwhile, many in 

government have been trying to put the following lies as truths, as Dr. James 

Dobson has put out in his November, 2022 newsletter for the Dr. James Dobson 

Family Institute.  

- Our liberties come from government, and not God

- Chromosomes don’t define sex, and boys and girls can choose their gender
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- Biological men who identify as women can compete against biological women in 

sporting events

- Youth can mutilate their own bodies to become the sex they want to be

- It’s a fundamental Constitutional human right to kill an innocent unborn baby, 

while also contending there is no right in the Constitution to defend one’s family

- Our nation’s borders are secure and our streets are safe

- Our country is systematically racist to its core

- Socialism is compassionate, but government knows best, and our freedoms must 

be surrendered where there is an ‘emergency’ at hand

We need to remember that what God has expressed in Jesus in the Bible is the 

Truth, and we cannot compromise it.  Thankfully, we serve a God who did not 

compromise it when He was on earth in Jesus.

 “Do our lives reflect these truths on this Christmas Day?”  We have seen in 

human history, at increasingly in our country, where basic Truths of God in Jesus 

Christ are challenged and biblical Christianity will not be allowed.  So it is 

imperative that as we prepare to begin a new year, 2023, we keep our eyes on one 

of the most important meanings to Christmas— when Jesus came He came as The 

Truth.  He is the true light that enlightens us and tells us who we are.  He is truth 

mixed with grace, for He is the Lamb of God who saved His people from their 

sins.  And He is The Truth.  As we go from here to celebrate Christmas Day, may 

God use us to bring Christmas Truth to a world in need.  Some will reject us.  

Some with laugh at us.  But by God’s grace, some will come bend their knees in 

worship as the wise men did to the King of kings and Lord of lords.
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