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 One of the most frustrating things in life is also one of the most 

rewarding— planting a garden.  E.g., we have all received from Wayne the 

invitation to take from the abundant produce of his lemon trees and banana trees.   

E.g., this week I harvested a lot of mandarins and lemons from Mrs. Reynaud’s 

house, and the crazy thing is that there was nothing special done to those trees to 

produce so beautifully!  We know that such a great yield does not always happen.  

E.g., I recall Randy showing me his citrus trees in his backyard had a disease on 

them and the trees needed to be cut down.  E.g., I have known of someone who 

would buy tomato plants from a plant nursery with already some tiny tomatoes 

growing, only to bring it home and it die away!  In many ways, we will see this 

morning that this resembles what it is like to be in ministry as a follower of Jesus, 

when we offer others the gospel.

READ Matthew 13:1-9,18-23  (pp. 13-14)

  

  



CONTEXT: Jesus in Matthew has just told the crowds who His true mother and 

siblings are— those who do the will of His Father.  Now He begins to give the 

crowds a number of parables.

 READ vv 3-4,18-19.  “The first seed fell on the soil of the pathway and did  

nothing— i.e., a person heard the gospel message and ignored/rejected it.”  Have 

you ever seen someone who heard the gospel message and immediately said 

basically, “Not for me— good bye!”  E.g., I recall a young woman I met whose 

parents were Christians and even at least one of them did mission trips overseas, 

and yet the young woman had a very bitter taste in her mouth for Christianity and 

rejected it.  E.g., I recall a great athlete who became a Hall of Famer and when he 

was in college drove to California for a sports clinic he was putting on, ad while 

there he heard the gospel message presented at a Campus Crusade for Christ— or 

now today, Cru— event and laughed it off, totally disinterested.  I wonder if any 

today hearing this message today is like this type of soil.

 READ vv 5-7,20-22.  “The second and third seeds fell on the rocky soil and 

soil of thorns, and at first showed promise of life but then dies due to harsh 

circumstances.”  What alarms and concerns Satan the most is someone who 

decides to change the pattern of his or her life and go from an unbeliever to a 

believer and starts to grow as a Christian.  Satan has a number of weapons in his 

arsenal,  As Jesus has shown in His parable here, Satan can attack believers 

through persecution as well as the cares of this world and the lure of wealth.  Have 

you ever seen that happen?  E.g., I recall when Elena and I were in Aberdeen, we 

had a student at the University coming to church and we got to know him, and the 

special thing about him was he was from China.  He came to church for a while, 

and really seemed to want to follow Jesus and became out friend, and then all of a 

sudden he, in a sense, dropped off the face of the earth.  We never saw him at 
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church again.  What happened to him?, we wondered.  Then one day we were 

taking a bus in Aberdeen and there he was!  We went over to talk to him, but he 

seemed very awkward around us, and did not seem to want to engage us in 

conversation.  And then it hit us.  He was probably being watched, and his 

Christian activity was probably being reported, or threatened to have reported, 

back to China.  So he no longer pursued Jesus.  E.g., in Nepal there is a man, 

according to the Voice of the Martyrs magazine from December, 2022, became an 

atheist and communist, but a Christian placed from gospel tracts in his pockets— 

which angered him, and he finally read them and was convinced of his sin, and he  

had a mother with poor mental health and sought out Christians to heal her; they 

came and prayed for her for 20 days, and she had great improvement and he 

became a Christian; in Nepal there is a law that if someone converted someone to   

their religion the person would be fined the equivalent of $400 and be sentenced 

to five years in prison.  In the U.S., we need to be prepared for persecution of an 

especially sinister kind, where if we don’t affirm LGBTQ lifestyles or gender 

dysphoria, we could lose our jobs, or be held back for earned promotions.  Wealth 

is in America, along with romance, in my view, the top reasons for Christians 

falling away from the faith.  

 READ vv 8-9,23.  “The fourth seed fell on good soil, and showed it by 

producing much fruit!”  What is especially noteworthy in this parable is that Jesus 

linked good, rich, soil with bearing fruit.  What does that mean?  What does that 

look like?  Many Christians think it means that we start going to church more 

often and reading our Bible during the week and having devotional times.  And 

that is true.  But, given the Great Commission, it means more.  It means reaching 

out to others with the gospel, both within the church and outside the church.  E.g., 

Elena and I were having lunch with week in the Arby’s in Bay St. Louis.  It was a 

late lunch, around 3:30 PM, and when we walked in I thought we were the only 
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customers in the restaurant, but then I saw two men and a woman eating there.  

Elena and I got our food and sat down to eat, and not long after that one of the 

men at the other table got up and I noticed his t-shirt— it said, “God’s not dead”, 

and it had artwork that made clear it was a reference to the Christian movie, God’s 

Not Dead.  I thought that was cool, so I said to him, “I like your shirt!”  He and 

Elena and I got into a conversation with him and the woman who was his wife, 

and he shared he was a church planter in Gulfport, and reached out especially to 

the hispanic community.  He talked about his children getting older and going to 

college, and he said the advice he gave them was that whatever they studied, be 

sure you study something you can use in the church’s ministry.  I thought he 

would say, “Be sure you study something you can get a job in, not something like 

16th century French poetry!”  This pastor was spot-on— what mattered for those 

who want to be seeds cast on the good soil is to produce a harvest for the 

Kingdom

 “Which soil will you and I be in 2023?”  This really is the ultimate, most 

important question we can ask, isn’t it?  If we are the good soil, then what is the 

harvest we will bring to Jesus when we meet with Him face-to-face?  If we are not 

the good soil but one of the other three, there is hope, because Jesus has come to 

seek and save the lost.  This is true even for those who have been the pathway soil, 

that immediately ignored or rejected the gospel.  The young woman I mentioned 

earlier is today going to a wonderful, biblically grounded church.  The young 

athlete who was at the Campus Crusade for Christ, or Cru, event?  He retired from 

the NBA as one of the greatest basketball players ever, and yet felt unfulfilled in 

life and went on a search for truth, and he became a strong Christian.  His name 

was Pistol Pete Maravich.  As we approach 2023, let us ask God through His Holy 

Spirit to make us good soil, receive His forgiveness if we need to repent, and 

thank Him for His patience, and by the end of the year see a mighty harvest for 

Jesus and His Kingdom!
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