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 We can learn a lot from the second law of thermodynamics.  According to 

my Google search, a good definition of it is: “One simple statement of the law is 

that heat always moves from hotter objects to colder objects unless energy in some 

form is supplied to reverse the direction of heat flow.”  Much of life today can be 

explained by the second law of thermodynamics, and I am not talking about the 

state of the universe.  This is especially true for relationships.  E.g., I was talking 

with a Christian friend of mine who had gotten a divorce some years ago.  I asked 

him about it, and he said he had been married for 25 years and had two children, 

but only the first 15 or so were good years of marriage.  He said they had grown 

apart and were just existing together.  I told him I would pray that they would get 

back together, but there were other things I wanted to say.  Like, I wanted to ask, 

why did you not feed the flame?  Why didn’t you know that a marriage where 

each person is not intentionally pursuing the other, i.e., dating, will naturally bring 

a coldness to the marriage, a natural estrangement, because the natural forces of 

jobs, children, temptations, etc. will drive them apart.  This is true in other 

relationships as well, especially our relationship with God, as Jude makes clear. 

READ Jude 1-4 (pp. 243-244)



CONTEXT:  Jude, a brother of Jesus, has just identified himself as a slave of 

Jesus Christ and brother of James, a brother of Jesus also who is the head of the 

church in Jerusalem.  The letter is to the Christians, saints, who are beloved, kept 

safe, and called.

 READ v 3.  “Jude is writing to exhort his readers to contend for the faith.”  

The faith here is synonymous for the gospel, as elsewhere in the New Testament, 

as in Acts 6:7, “obedient to the faith” which could be just as easily understood as 

“obedience to the gospel” (cf. R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 32); cf. 1 

Corinthians 15:1-4.  Jude says that this gospel, this faith handed down, is once and 

for all, α«παζ. We must not forget that the pagan world of the first century AD was 

known for theological pluralism with many gods and many worldviews, much like 

New Orleans.  E.g.,παπ I recall last week I was in the French Quarter, and there 

was a car parked in front of me that had a bumper sticker that read something like, 

“I like crack-head whores.”  Apparently it is done tongue in cheek, and the person 

is not ashamed to announce this— and this type of humor expresses a different 

worldview from the Christian one.  We also think of voodoo, and strip clubs in the 

French Quarter.  Since we live in such a diverse world in New Orleans, we cannot 

be passive about our belief system, our commitment to the gospel.  The verb that 

Paul uses here ε�παγωνι'ζομαι is used only once in the New Testament but has its 

cognates used in many places and has the connotation of fighting or striving in an 

athletic contest. and it is applied here for the faith which was handed down to the 

saints once and for all.  In 1 Corinthians 9:25 Paul stated, “Athletes [i.e., those 

who contend/compete/fight, ο�  α� γωνιζο' μενς] exercise self-control in all things; 

they do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable one.”  Biblical 

scholar Ethelbert Stauffer (TDNT, vol. 1, p. 137) states about Paul, “This is not the 

asceticism of the monk suppressing the body; it is the manly discipline of the 
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fighter controlling the body.”  E.g., one is tempted to think of the Crescent City 

Classic race in April 8th, where some of us are preparing already for that event to 

be sure we are able to run the 10K race.  E.g., I am reminded about that this week 

as I watched some sports channels on the playoff football games being played 

today; the quarterback Patrick Mahomes for the Kansas City Chiefs has a high 

ankle sprain from an opposing player falling and rolling on his ankle from behind 

in the  last game, so video was showed o Mahomes walking and stretching during 

practice to see if he limped or was in pain, but he is willing to sacrifice all in the 

game today to win the ultimate prize--- not only going to the Super Bowl, but 

winning it as well!  That is how we are to strive, contend, even battle for the 

gospel to make it known and to go on the offensive and engage people so as to 

win them for Christ.  Unfortunately, too often the biblical church has been passive 

and unengaging, hoping not to make waves but to blend into the woodwork of the 

culture so as not to cause a stir.  And the result is the bi-polar church with multiple 

understandings of God and how He wants us to live, many of which are 

incompatible with each other.  E.g., I am reminded of a book I am reading called 

Letter to the American Church by Eric Metaxas where he compares the present 

state of the American church as like Nazi Germany in the early 1930s.  He 

acknowledges that many may find this over-the-top, but that is only because we 

know now where the National Socialist party of Hitler was heading.  But the decay 

of the church’s witness, the church mirroring the popular culture, the Church’s 

silence at the racism and hatred for Jews was appalling.  Metaxas states that he is 

writing his book because “. . . what I see happening in the American Church today 

makes me understand that we are wrong to think we would have acted differently 

if we were alive then precisely because we are not acting differently now” (p. 18).  

It is my hope that part of our New Year’s resolutions is that we are reading and 

educating ourselves on knowing the Bible and being able to present it persuasively 
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to a confused world.

 READ v 4.  “This is important because the church has been infiltrated by 

those who teach cheap grace.”  In the early church, as today, there were itinerate 

preachers who travelled and helped to build up churches.  Apollos was like this, 

and in many ways Paul was too.  The problem is, persons have entered the church 

or churches to whom Jude is writing and they have perverted the gospel into what 

biblical scholars note is licentiousness in the sense of sexual immorality.  They are 

godless people masquerading as godly people.  They have by their teaching and 

actions denied Jesus as Lord.  These are outsiders coming into the church.  There 

is plenty of evidence that the American Church has very similar struggles.  Paul in 

Romans 6 addresses this when he asks rhetorically whether we should sin so that 

grace may abound?  This is cheap grace.  E.g., there was a junior high youth at a 

different church I was serving who told me he was going to tell his parents he was 

somewhere else if they ask him where he had been; I said, that sounds like lying, 

and he quickly replied, “That’s ok— God will forgive me!”  That is cheap grace.  

This frame of mind has become very much a part of the American church today.  

I.e., people have infiltrated the Church and are trying to change it, and they have 

been effective because the church has often been very hesitant to do anything, and 

has become very passive.  E.g., I still recall a conversation I had with a pastor who 

had graduated from NOBTS and became United Methodist, and was asked if he 

would bless the co-habiting relationship between a man and woman at his church, 

and he said he had to think about it, but before he could act he was sent to another 

church!  E.g., I recall a couple of churches that had a kind of free-thinking Sunday 

School class where some thought reincarnation was ok and friends with benefits 

was fine because the woman did not want to get married at this time.  E.g., there is 

a guy named Matthew Vine who claims to be an evangelical Christian and has 

written a book about nine years ago called The Gay Christian, and he has started a 
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group called The Reformation Project where people are being informed and 

encouraged to infiltrate Christian institutions like colleges and churches and try to 

change them.  What would Jude say to such challenges to the Church today?  

Brother and sisters, contend for the faith.  Do not be passive.  Start conversations 

in the hope of helping people see the gospel of Jesus Christ in all its 

persuasiveness and beauty.

 “How does who we are in Christ help us to be attentive?”  I know I 

mentioned a Christian couple that divorced over lack of attentiveness to their 

relationship, but I also know of Christian couples who were able to repair their 

marriage by paying it attentiveness, by feeding the flame.  If we know who we 

are— the called, beloved, kept safe by God— and whose we are, we will contend, 

fight, for the gospel in the church and the view of Christianity in the marketplace.  

My challenge for us this week is to plant our flag for Christ where He has us— 

have a gathering which is focused on Jesus.  E.g, a weekly or monthly prayer 

group, a Bible Study, a lunch with friends one-on-one to share with them what 

difference Jesus has made in your life and my life.
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