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 What is it worth?  That is a basic question we have in life when making 

important purchases or commitments.  We grow up with this idea, or at least I did.  

E.g., I recall the song from my childhood, “How much is that doggy in the 

window?/The one with the waggily tail/how much is that doggy in the window/I 

do hope that doggy’s for sale!”  Interestingly, the song was sung by Patti Page and 

was released as a recording 70 years ago this month, in January, 1953.  With a 

dog, as any dog owner knows, there is the commitment of a price and a 

commitment of time and effort.  As we get older we find out about other things 

where we ask, what is it worth?  E.g., recently Norwood and Tiffany bought a 

used car, and one of the most difficult decisions with a new car is determining 

what it is worth.  There was a commitment for them of a price to pay and a 

commitment of their future to this vehicle.  They got a 2016 Honda CR-V, and 

they like it!  All of us face the question from time to time in our lives of, what is 

something’s worth— which clothing, houses, education, etc.?  And this is true 

about ultimate things in life.

READ Matthew 13:44-50 (p. 15)

  

  



CONTEXT: Jesus is telling a number of parables to a crowd who seems to be 

hanging on his every word— as we see in 13:1-2 Jesus had to get in a boat while 

the great crowd sat on the beach and listened to His teaching.  He told the parable 

of the sower and the seed and the parable of the weeds.

 Each of these three parables start with the same word in the original 

language— ο� μοι'a or πα' λιν ο� μοι'α— meaning basically “is likened to”, “is similar 

to”, and thus link these three parables together, even though the first two are of a 

similar message and the third a somewhat different message.

 READ vv 44-46.  “The first two parables teach that the Kingdom of God is 

worth giving up everything to gain all.  Cf. Matthew 5:19-21.”  The first parable 

contains that account of a man who finds a hidden treasure, buried in a field, and 

cannot believe his luck!  He hides it and out of his great joy sells all he has to 

purchase that field.  This parable really hits at the core of the human experience.  

E.g., think about it— if somehow we secretly knew of a field which had oil 

reserves under it worth millions of dollars, we would be tempted to take all of our 

savings and retirement and buy that field, because we knew for sure that the field 

would bring us great advantage.  And people are often looking for tips to get great 

financial gain.  E.g., I recall about 20 years ago I used to invest in stocks a little 

bit, and there was one that caught my eye— E-trade.  I recall talking to a retired 

woman about it and I was amazed at her reaction— she scribble down a note to 

herself to look into this stock.  This, Jesus is saying, is what the Kingdom of God 

is like.  In His second parable a merchant finds a pearl.  Now the word for 

merchant here is ε�μπóρω, , means, “In general the wholesale dealer (in contrast to 

the retailer = κα' πηλος)” (A. Kretzer, Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament, 

vol. 1, p. 446).  A pearl— μαργαρι'της— in the ancient world was seen differently 

than it is today.  W.D. Davies and Dale Allison state, “‘Pearls’ . . . were more 
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valued by the ancients than they are by us, and several commentators have 

suggested that pearls once held the place that diamonds do now” (Matthew, vol. 2, 

p. 439).  So this merchant sells all he has in order to acquire this pearl.  E.g., it 

reminds me of a Pink Panther movie from the 1970s with Peter Sellers and 

Christopher Plumber, and someone steals a huge diamond about the size of a small 

avocado and the diamond is called the “pink panther”, and everybody is oooing 

and ahhhing about this gorgeous diamond, which has elaborate security protecting 

it.  To see Jesus and His Kingdom in this light is quite accurate, Jesus is saying 

here.  Jesus is saying here that to follow Him we have to be willing to give up all 

that we value— our friends, our family, our homes, our comforts and sources of 

security— because one day we may be called to do this, and because He is so very 

worth it!  E.g., I recall an article in the Voice of the Martyrs (January, 2023; vol. 

57, no. 1, pp. 10-11), where a young man named Hanafi in Niger, with a strong 

Muslim population, grew up Muslim and was looking to replace his Dad one day 

as the village imam,  But Hanafi, strangely, in his teens, while he was being 

schooled in Islam, started to have dreams about Jesus.  He remained bold about 

sharing the message of Islam and he is invited to a church service, and he goes and 

he hears a message where the pastor preached about how Jesus can appear in 

people’s dreams.  Hanafi was shocked— he said, “I felt like somebody came and 

told the pastor my dream.”  He continued going to the church for a year, and at the 

age of 18 committed himself to Jesus.  He told his Dad that he had become a 

Christian, and the Dad was enraged— he called the family together and said that 

Hanafi was no longer a part of the family.  Hanafi left home— fled really— but 

continued to follow Jesus, and has a great heart for sharing the gospel with 

Muslims.  He said that as a Muslim he used to wear only all black or all white to 

symbolize his devotion to Islam and to blend in with the other Muslim students, 

and today he wears bright, vibrant colors to stand out and so as to attract attention 
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to himself so he can share his faith!  Hanafi understands the great cost one can 

have in following Jesus, and he sees how very worth it it is!  What have you and I 

had to give up to follow Jesus?  What has been the cost for you and me to follow 

Him?  READ Matthew 6:19-21.

 READ vv 47-50.  “The third parable teaches that the cost of not seeking the 

Kingdom of God (Matthew 6:33) is the loss of all, and even the judgment of hell.  

How do we reconcile this with a loving God?  Cf. Matthew 8:11-12; 2 Peter 3:8-

10.”  For many people, Christians as well as non-Christians, hell seems immoral 

and inconsistent with there being a loving God.  E.g., there is a fairly recent event 

where a singer and song writer for a Christian band called Hawk Nelson became 

an agnostic over the idea of hell.  It did not seem fair for God to create a people 

who would many of them die and be tortured for eternity in hell.  Such criticism of 

Christianity is not new.  The 20th century atheist Bertrand Russell once said, 

“There is one very serious defect to my mind in Christ’s moral character, and that 

is that he believed in hell.  I do not myself feel that any person who is really 

profoundly humane can believe in everlasting punishment” (as quoted in Lee 

Strobel, The Evidence for Faith, p. 169).  Let me clarify three things.  First, I don’t 

believe hell to be a place of physical torture of flames and eternal burning.  Notice 

that Matthew 8:11-12 final judgment for those condemned is being cast into 

“outer darkness”, which is inconsistent with eternal flames.  Rather, utter agony 

and emotional agony in terms of the grieving in the result living totally for 

oneself.  E.g., there is an episode of the old show “The Twilight Zone” where a 

criminal dies in a robbery and wakes up being tended to by people who give him 

whatever he wants— food, wine, women, winning in gambling, etc.— until he is 

completely beside himself in frustration, boredom, and anguish, and he calls for 

his handlers and says basically, “Please, take me out of this horrible place— I 

don’t want to live in heaven anymore!  I hate it!  I want to go to the other place-—
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to hell!”  And his handlers look at one another quizzically and say, “Sir, where do 

you think you are?!”  He was actually in hell the whole time!  This is consistent 

with Romans 1 where Paul says God’s judgment is to allow people to continue in 

their sin.  Second, if God were truly just, people often say, why did He not just 

make people who would have no choice but go to heaven.  I think philosopher J.P 

Moreland is correct when he says this would be immoral of God, because then this 

would de-humanize people; no longer would they have a choice to make in life.  

People would be a means to an end, where God simply makes them mindless 

robots for His pleasure, rather than people who think for themselves and can 

interact with Him in a relationship freely because they are made in His image, free 

movers.  Some may think why God does not just come down and reveal Himself, 

say, every year on New Year’s Day.  Moreland responds that God would then be 

coercing people to follow Him rather than out of a desire to follow Him (Strobel,  

pp. 182-183).   E.g., I recall on I-10 around Kenner there used to be a police car 

parked on the side of the interstate on the grass, and I and others would 

intentionally slow down and check our speed because we did not want to get a 

ticket— i.e., there was a threat there, a sense of coercion because of the clear 

presence of a police officer who would hold me accountable.  I like what J.P. 

Moreland says: “God maintains a delicate balance between keeping his existence 

sufficiently evident so people will know he’s there and yet hiding his presence 

enough so that people who want to choose to ignore him can do it.  This way, their 

choice of destiny is really free” (Strobel, p. 189).  Third, some may argue that God 

is unjust because He gives an eternal punishment for a temporary, finite crime.  

But we operate that way in this world, don’t we?  E.g., the horrible crime from 

November 13th of the murder of four college students at the University of Idaho 

only took place, from what I have read, in about 16 minutes (The Times Picayune 

January 6, 2023, 8A, “Police: Suspect’s DNA Found at Idaho Scene”, by Rebecca 
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Boone and Gene Johnson), yet we see that the suspect is probably going to be 

charged with the worst charge— first degree murder— which can mean life 

imprisonment or the death sentence.   Choosing to say no to God, who sent His 

Son to die for our sins and rise again, is a crime worthy of hell.  I like what New 

Testament scholar Don Carson once said: “Hell is not a place where people are 

consigned because they were pretty good blokes, but they just didn’t believe the 

right stuff.  They’re consigned there, first and foremost, because they defy their 

maker and want to be a the center of the universe.  Hell is not filled with people 

who have already repented, only God isn’t gentle enough or good enough to let 

them out.  It’s filled with people who, for all eternity, still want to be the center of 

the universe and who persist in their God-defying rebellion.  What is God to do?  

If he says it doesn’t matter to him, then God is no longer a God to be admired. 

He’s either amoral or positively creepy.  For him to act in any other way in the 

face of such blatant defiance would be to reduce God himself” (Strobel, p. 193).  

What is clear in Scripture like 2 Peter 3:8-11 is that God wants no one to go to 

hell— He agonizes over it, it seems.

 “What is the Kingdom of God worth to you and me?”  In the Kingdom of 

Heaven, God is King.  He is the only One who can rule over the human heart 

without destroying the person.  Being under His reign is of extravagant worth, like 

finding a great hidden treasure or an amazing pearl— or diamond— which is 

priceless, and brings joy and peace for which the world longs to have!  It is a 

Kingdom where God is the Judge, but He calls us today to enter His Kingdom as 

His children.  Would you like to come in?
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