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 Have you ever been awakened from a bad dream?  We all have probably 

had that experience.  E.g., I recall having a dream where I was running for my life, 

but I could not catch my breath and call for help!  Finally I awoke and found out it 

was all a bad dream, and Elena was wondering my I kept saying in a hoarse voice, 

“Help!”  There is sense of panic when one awakes from such a dream that we are 

still there in that bad situation, and a great sense of relief when we find out it was 

not reality.  In many ways we live in a world that is telling us that we are not 

living in reality, and we need to be awakened to the truth of who we really are and 

what life really means and what reality really is.  This is a major cultural trend we 

are finding, and the word “woke” seems to have taken on a new meaning for our 

lexicons.  This idea of “wokeness” has even entered the Church. Now, some think 

it is bad to be woke.  Some think it is good to be woke.  It would be helpful to find 

out for sure what it means to be woke, and if Scripture can give us any guidance 

on whether we should be woke.

READ Jude 17-19 (p.244)



CONTEXT: Jude has just quoted from 1 Enoch 1:9 on a warning on a final 

judgment not only on those who are not only doing ungodly deeds in ungodly 

ways but also speaking harsh words against the Lord.  Such are the people who 

have intruded into Jude’s community to whom he is writing.  They are grumblers, 

malcontents, arrogant, going about according to their own ungodly desires, and 

showing partiality to others.

 “According to the online Cambridge Dictionary, the meaning of the 

adjective ‘woke’ is: ‘Aware, especially of social problems such as racism and 

inequality.’  For Christians this means both potential benefits and dangers.”  It is 

important to note the difference between the words inequality and inequity, since 

them are not synonymous.  Inequality is more quantitative; it tells us that there is a 

difference.  E.g., someone may be taller than me, heavier than me, have a bigger 

house or car than me, make more money than me, etc.  Inequity is more 

qualitative; it gives an evaluation of what is unequal, whether it is just or unjust.  

E.g., it is unjust to have someone getting a better job than me simply through 

nepotism.  Some may wonder whether to be woke today, or aware of society’s 

inequities, implies that all previous generations were asleep on these issues.  But I 

would assert that there were plenty of people in the past who were aware of 

injustice in the past.  E.g., well-known figures like William Wilberforce, Abe 

Lincoln, Harriet Tubman, Malcom X, Rosa Parks, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr., Jessie Jackson, Andrew Young, Ghandi, Tony Campolo, Jim Wallis, and Billy 

Graham— who I understand would not segregate his rallies.  If woke means being 

aware of social inequities, then these people certainly were woke decades ago.  

But for me to press this point would be to reveal how old-school I am.  For my 

references I believe have at least two problems with those who embrace being 

woke today.  First, my references deal with what could be called “macro-

aggressions”, injustices on a grand and obvious scale— like different bathrooms 
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and water fountains for different races, voting rights, and school segregation.  

Instead, the woke embracers now address also “micro-aggressions”.  E.g., last year 

when I was running the Crescent City Classic I noticed that the vast, 

overwhelming majority of participants were white— where are all the racial 

minorities?  I have never heard anyone question this, but I could see it being done.  

Woke embracers could ask why this is, with a view of an implied injustice 

involved in some way.  E.g., Ibram Kendi in his book How to Be Anti-racist (pp. 

100-101) wonders why he was the only African-American at his GRE prep course, 

which was taught at an historically white university (Florida State University) and 

taught by a white person, and Kendi asserts there was an injustice in this and 

claims this is a racist situation.  Second, the woke embracers would say my 

references are too narrow, but need to expand to various other areas.  E.g., the 

shade of pigment in one’s skin, homosexuality, transgenderism, gender identity, 

environmental issues, and feminism.  There is talk of intersectionality today of all 

these issues.  I.e., all of them touch on each other in injustice in some way.  E.g., 

there can be an intersection between racism and those in the LGBTQ++ 

community such as discrimination shown in a website creator not being willing to 

promote a same-sex wedding, and there can be an intersection between racism and 

environmentalism as in poorer neighborhoods are exposed to pollution more so 

than wealthier neighborhoods.  These are complex and important issues.  Where 

should Christians stand?  Does Scripture help us out here?  I believe our passage 

for today does to a significant degree.

 READ vv 17-18.  “Jude reminded his readers of a warning from the apostles 

about the end times apparently given with frequency that there will be 

scoffers/mockers motivated by ungodly lusts.  Cf. 2 Timothy 3:1-5.”  Jude quotes 

a line from the “apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ”— which from the way it is 

states seems to be a reference to the original 12 disciples and perhaps Paul, who 
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apparently had some contact with Jude’s readers.  This is a word we do not have 

verbatim in the rest of the New Testament, but certainly similar sayings exist in 

the New Testament.  In 2 Peter 3:1b-4, “I am trying to arouse you sincere intention 

by reminding you that you should remember the words spoken in the past by the 

holy prophets, and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken through your 

apostles.  First of all you must understand this, that in the last days scoffers will 

come, scoffing and indulging their own lusts and saying, ‘Where is the promise of 

his coming?  For ever since our ancestors died, all things continue as they were 

from the beginning of creation!’”  In 2 Timothy 3:1-5 Paul warns that in the last 

days hard times will come, for people will lovers of themselves, lovers of money, 

lovers of pleasure instead of lovers of God, etc.  That is essentially what Jude is 

saying.  In the last times there will be mockers, those who go about according to 

their own ungodly lusts.  The verb in the phrase “they said to you” is in the 

imperfect tense, and thus refers to an action in the past that continued to some 

point in the past.  This was a warning frequently given.  Have you ever been given 

a warning on a regular basis?  E.g., I recall when I was younger a number of 

people talked about the power of money to increase over time, and to invest early 

for retirement, even if it is only a little bit.  E.g., I recall my Mom telling me 

before youth trips, “Don’t touch the girls!”  This is what the apostles were doing 

with Jude’s readers in the past— warning them about something that was 

important to remember, and would cause them problems if they forgot!  And he 

does so at the beginning with an emphatic “you” and calling them once again 

“beloved” (cf. v 3).

 READ v 19.  “Jude brought this up because his opponents were those who 

approached life from a purely worldly point of view, devoid of the Spirit, and 

were thus causing divisions from the clash of worldviews.  Cf. Matthew 24:11-

14,24-25.”  Now, as Jude has repeatedly done in his letters.— saying basically 
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“this is that”, that what he has brought up from the past applies to their today.  Cf. 

ου�τοί in vv 10,12, and 16.  Jesus noted that in the last days there would be 

prophets who would come and lead many astray into lawlessness, and there will 

be false messiahs and false prophets coming, as we see Him say in Matthew 24:24.  

That is what the intruders were like who have come into Jude’s readers’ 

communities.  Jude is addressing the two worldviews of those who see the world 

from a worldly, unspiritual point of view and those who see it through the Holy 

Spirit.  In 1 Corinthians 2:14-15 Paul says something similar: “Those who are 

unspiritual [ψυχικο' ς is used, the same word as Jude 19] do not receive the gifts of 

God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand 

them because they are spiritually discerned.”  A word similar to the word for 

“worldly” in “worldly people” in the NRSV is used in v 10 to refer to those who 

“know things by instinct” like “irrational animals.”  This is what the intruders to 

the Christian communities Jude addresses, his opponents, are like.  They go about 

according to their own ungodly desires.  They are causing divisions in the church 

because they speak from a worldy, unspiritual point of view, not one based and 

empowered by the Holy Spirit.  E.g., I recall years ago I was part of a Christians 

outreach mission in New Orleans of building handicap ramps for the needy, and 

we gathered in a church before our send-off, and I recall one of the leaders giving 

us final instructions before we headed out, and part of those instructions was in 

effect, “Don’t pray with those whom you help, because you don’t want to offend 

them.”  This was worldly, powerless, unspiritual advice!  Are we only going to 

help the needy in their physical need, and leave them barren in their spiritual need 

to meet with Jesus?  It came from a worldview of pragmatism, not of the power of 

the Holy Spirit!  E.g., I recall a few years ago at a Louisiana Annual Conference of 

The UMC the conference floor was surrounded by rainbow-colored streamers, 

implying affirmation of same-sex relationships, and a continual singing of the 
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Beatle’s song, “All You Need Is Love”, an obvious secular take on how Christians 

should handle relationships.  E.g., I recall one denomination was talking about 

making it ok for church members to co-habit together because the human will is so 

weak— again, a worldly point of view!  We don’t need to lower God’s standards 

so we can meet them, but rather ask God the Holy Spirit to change us from the 

inside-out and give us wisdom not to put ourselves in positions where temptation 

is too strong for us—like for dating couples not to go into a house when no one 

else is home.  E.g., I got the same feeling then as the feeling I get when I hear a 

politician speak about all the good things he or she is going to do— we are going 

to erase racism, we are going to give opportunity and grants to those in need, we 

are going to give power back to the people!  That sounds like good things, but 

how can we accomplish such things on our limited, fickle human power?  Don’t 

we need to change the human heart to accomplish such things?  Doesn’t the 

human heart need saving in a desperate way?  

 “Should we as followers of Jesus be woke?”  I would suggest that a lot of 

the wokeness in our culture is good and we as Christians should embrace the 

position against racism and should work for justice where people are treated with 

equal respect.  My main point is not a new political policy, Democratic or 

Republican— although Christians are called by Jesus to be the light of the world 

and the salt of the earth, which implies Christians should have a place in the 

marketplace of ideas.  But my main focus here is on the Church.  Whether it is a 

macro- or micro- type of injustice, we should be willing to hear and repent when 

we need to do so.  But there is also a large element of the wokeness that has the 

spirit of the age, a worldly point of view, and this has infiltrated the Church, as 

Jude points out in our passage.  The Spirit of the Age in the Church means 

embracing the chaos of the age of multiple meanings of gender— not just male 

and female; and marriage— not just between one man and one woman; and 
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equality— not equality of outcome but instead  equality of opportunity.  God is 

not interested in equality of outcome, but His will and trusting Him.  E.g., I have 

two godly, Christians friends who are following God’s plan for their lives, as I can 

tell, but have very different outcomes.  One is a physician and one is a missionary 

in Mexico.  Their houses look very different, as do their cars and retirements.  But 

both of them are in His will.  If the Church takes on the worldly idea of wokeness 

we will see divisions in the Church, such as we have seen in The United 

Methodist Church and in many other places in the Church.  Jude is trying to 

warn— as the apostles did before him— his readers not to succumb to this 

worldliness, this kind of wokeness.  You and I stand in the gap in our culture.  We 

need to teach the world, by our life and words, what truly being woke is.  It is 

being enlightened by the Holy Spirit and bearing the fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control 

(Galatians 5:22).
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