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 We have all probably heard the saying, “Those who do not know history are 

doomed to repeat it.”  But unfortunately we live in an age where many of our 

young people lack knowledge of basic history.  E.g., I recall on the Tonight show 

they sent a reporter on the streets to ask foundational questions of history to see 

how much people know, especially the younger adult generation.  Here are some 

samples: When did Jesus live?  250 million years ago.  When did World War II 

end?  Answers ranged from 1953 to 1956 to the 1970s.  What is the Bill of 

Rights?  Laws that secure a fair and speedy trial.  How many U.S. Senators are 

there?  52, because there are 52 states.  Clearly, we are raising a generation that 

does not know history.  But many of us know what that is like, because even if we 

know world history, we can still not learn from people’s personal history lessons.  

E.g., I recall when I was in college I got a job where a friend worked, and the 

friend warned me when I got hired that the boss was very tempermental and could 

yell at you for the least infraction, and that that was what he had learned on the 

job.  I did not take seriously the this advice on the boss and what he had learned 

from his history with the boss, but I found out he was right when the boss once 

turned his wrath on me unexpectedly.  We do well to learn from past history so we 

don’t make mistakes, and today we will see this is especially important for our 

lives spiritually.

READ Jude 5-7 (p. 244)



CONTEXT: Jude has just begun to get into the reason for writing this short letter.  

He wants them to contend for the faith given once for all, for there are some 

intruders who have entered the church and are perverting the gospel of grace thus 

leading to licentious lives, and in this way are denying Christ.

 READ v 5-7.  “All three examples have two things in common.  First, each 

situation— the exodus (Exodus), the angels leaving heaven for earth (Genesis 6:1-

4), and Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19) have good beginnings.”  In each of 

these situations things were going well.  The Israelites where freed from slavery in  

Egypt and were wondering around the wilderness preparing to take the promised 

land.  The angels were in heaven.  And Sodom and Gomorrah were cities that had 

lost their people and goods in battle, and Abraham rescued them and they seemed 

to be in a good relationship with Abraham.  But then for all three, they went bad.  

Have you ever seen someone have a really good beginning?  E.g., I recall hearing 

about a young man with the radical group Antifa who had gotten arrested for 

domestic terrorist-like activity in the U.S. and the question was, what kind of 

upbringing did he have, and it was found out he was a son of a physician who 

grew up in a million dollar house and was very well-to-do.  E.g., I recall a son of a 

well-known, godly pastor and this son grew up to be very rebellious and 

antagonistic toward the faith.  E.g., Franklin Graham was someone who grew up 

in a very strong Christian family, and yet there was a time in his early life when he 

rebelled against the faith.  We see that sometimes with children who grow up in 

great families who make bad decisions.  In many ways, these three examples Jude 

discusses were not only warnings to those to whom he originally wrote, but also 

serve as examples to us today.

 “Second, all these examples show tragic falls which each involves profound 

disobedience to God and to a large degree sexual immorality.  Cf. v 4.  Jude’s 

point was to say the errors of the past can be repeated by those to whom he 
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writes.”  Sometimes Christians can have tragic falls, despite being warned much in 

the past.  E.g., I recall a guy who had gone to seminary, and some people he knew 

invited him to go to an Adult bookstore, and he despite knowing better, he went 

and he developed an addiction to porn.  E.g., I recall in college a good buddy of 

mine who was a strong Christian who led a Bible study, and he fell away from the 

faith over sexual relationship he had with a girl.  To this day, from what I 

understand, he is still not walking with the Lord.  Jude is warning his readers that 

they too can fall easily, despite a great spiritual background.

 What type of believers are we— those who do not learn from the mistakes 

of the past and thus ‘keep re-inventing the wheel’ or those who are attentive 

students of the past and apply the lessons for spiritual maturity?”  It is 

encouraging that a Christian who falls can still return to the Lord.  My friend who 

was addicted to pornography went to get help with a weekly small group and 

found freedom in Christ in this area.  Franklin Graham returned to the Lord and is 

in charge of Samaritan’s Purse.  Unfortunately, many people, perhaps some of us, 

are the types of people where we have to experience the errors of living for 

ourselves, and won’t listen to the advice of those with wisdom.  If someone offers 

a glance at porn, we do it.  If someone encourages us to lie to get out of trouble, 

we do it.  If someone says let’s watch tv instead of spending a devotional time 

with the Lord, we do it.  Perhaps we fall into these snares regularly, and the Lord 

is saying to us today if we continue we will reap a troubled life and judgment.  My 

encouragement to us all today is not to take the cheese of temptation.  Find one 

area today where we often fall spiritually and instead take the wise advice from 

Scripture or godly friends and obey it.  What is the wisdom from Scripture and 

godly Christians that we need to heed?  I recall two pieces of wisdom that have 

meant much to me.  E.g., a good Christian from whom I knew from another 

church, Tim Allen, had this saying: you cannot soar with the eagles if you hang 
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around turkeys.  So true!  We all need a close group of friends who love the Lord 

and to whom we can be transparent.  E.g., I recall the commencement address 

when I graduation from seminary, and the speaker said to us that our gift to him 

would be that years down the road if we meet up with him we will still be walking 

with the Lord.  I thought this was a strange way to talk— after all, I had just 

committed three years of my life to earning my Master in Divinity, so why would I 

fall away?  Such backsliding at this stage in my life seemed remote.  But over the 

years I have seen strong Christians, both pastors and laity, fall away and 

compromise the faith.  We need to be humble and heed godly advice, and not re-

invent the wheel, not trespass in sin but learn from the past.  Such is the advice 

Jude wants to give the Christians in his day, and we too are wise to have ears to 

hear.
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