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 One of the biggest problems today is dealing with authority.  People do not 

like to be told what they can do, and what they cannot do.  E.g., there is an all-

white dress code at Wimbledon’s tennis championship tournament, but players 

have sometimes tried to test this all-white code, as in John McEnroe in the 1980 

finals against Bjorn Borg, where McEnroe wore red, blue, and white stripes on his 

sleeves; it should be noted that the men’s final was on the day after July 4th.  

Many have wanted to change this strict dress code.  We have also seen more 

serious displays of challenge to authority in the political arena around the world.   

E.g., the Tianman Square incident in China in 1989 where a protestor against 

communism stood in front of a tank not letting it go forward.  E.g., also the more 

recent protests in Iran over the government’s killing of a woman who did not wear 

her head covering appropriately.  E.g., the civil rights protest in our country 

leading up to today, where police or other authorities have been challenged in 

their mishandling incidents.  But sometimes authority is good and should be 

followed.  E.g., I recall someone speeding through a school zone and struck and 

killed a child.  E.g., the Nuremburg trials after World War II which held Nazi 

leaders accountable for the Holocaust.  Authority can be a dirty word, or it can be 

good and bring stability to society.  This is true for the church as well.  We will 

see in our passage where good authority is being challenged. 

READ Jude 8-13 (p. 244)



CONTEXT: Jude is writing to a Christian church or churches where intruders 

have come in the church and have cheapened grace into licentiousness and they 

have denied the Master and Lord Jesus.  Jude has given three examples where 

people had a good start but then went wrong in disobedience— the Exodus, the 

angels who has sexual relations with earthly women, and Sodom and Gomorrah.

 READ vv 8-10.  “Who are these opponents who have infiltrated the 

church(es)?  They reject authority over themselves, who act by instinct like 

animals.”  Please notice the three items listed in v 8: they defile the flesh, reject 

authority, and slander the glorious ones/angels— all three of which they do as 

dreamers.  What is meant by dreamers?  At times dreams provided people with 

prophetic visions, as in Daniel 7:1  E.g., the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. had 

his “I have a dream” speech where he spoke of a vision of African Americans and 

white people living in harmony together, where his four children would one day 

be judged not by the color of their skin but the contact of their character— and 

this is a godly, prophetic dream.  But also those who claimed a prophetic role with 

dreams indicated false prophets.  Jeremiah 23:32 states, “See, I am against those 

who prophesy lying dreams, says the Lord, who tell them, and who lead my people 

astray by their lies and their recklessness, when I did not send them or appoint 

them, so they do not profit this people at all, says the Lord.”   The context of Jude, 

as in v 4, shows us that they are  dreamers as false prophets.  We are aware of 

false prophets.  E.g., the Jehovah’s Witnesses several times in the 1900s 

prophesied, falsely, that the world was coming to an end on a specific date.  E.g., I 

recall seeing a Christian leader, Tony Campolo giving a talk on the issue of 

homosexuality, and how he used to believe the behavior was against God’s will, 

but now because of the ethic of love in the New Testament this behavior is now to 

be affirmed by the Church.  This is the type of dreamer/prophetic teacher against 
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whom Jude is addressing.  Someone who allows the church to defile the flesh, 

which scholars have said was a common way to refer to sexual immorality— 

about which we have heard already in v 4, and with the fallen angels in v 6 and 

with Sodom and Gomorrah in v 7.  And these are teachers who reject the authority 

of the Lord.  It has puzzled scholars about the slandering the glorious ones— the 

angels.  What does this mean?  It seems best to see this as a rejection of the angels 

who delivered the law to Moses.  In Galatians 3:19 Paul shares that the law was 

mediated by the angels, and there was this tradition alive in the first century AD as 

a way of protecting the transcendence of God.  So these opponents reject the 

moral authority of God in the their lives.  In v 9 we have a reference to what 

scholars believe to be to an ancient, first century AD work called the Testament of 

Moses; the ending to this work is lost and there is no text on what Jude refers here.  

Scholars have looked at early church fathers and other sources to sketch the idea 

that the devil claimed Moses’ body to try to prevent an honorable burial because 

Moses had killed an Egyptian, and Michael the archangel argues with him but will 

not slander the devil, but will defer to God.  Jude’s point here is that the opponents 

have the gall to slander the angels, the glorious ones, but even Michael the 

archangel was unwilling to do this.  The opponents are so out of control, that they 

are like those who act upon instinct, like unreasoning animals.  We are aware of 

the way animals can act sexually by instinct.  E.g., I recall when i was growing up 

there was a dog named Tank, a big dog we all loved; but Tank had a bad habit of 

wanting to the sex act on people and he had to be knocked down— it was a purely 

instinctual thing to do.  Jude is saying these opponents are teaching people to be 

like this.  We live in a day and age where popular culture is teaching us to be like 

this.  E.g., I recall years ago I was channel surfing and came upon an episode of 

the extremely popular show Friends, and in this episode the joke was that one of 

the girls was going around the living room asking for a condom for a guy she had 
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in her bedroom a few feet away, a guy she did not know well.  

 READ v 11.  “These opponents also resemble the rebellious ways of Cain 

(Genesis 4:1-16), Balaam (Numbers 22), and Korah (Numbers 16).”  These are 

three figures who viewed very negatively by the ancient Jews.  We recall that Cain 

killed his brother Abel, and later Jewish writings about him attributed to him much 

evil, such as being a robber.  Balaam, even though he refused to curse the 

Israelites as King Balak of Moab wanted him to do for much wealth, was still 

known by later Jewish rabbis, according to scholars, as someone who was 

motivated by greed and led Israel astray sexually as see in Numbers 25.  

Interestingly, in Joshua 13:22, “.. . the Israelites also put to the sword Balaam son 

of Beor, who practiced divination.”  Korah was someone who led 250 Israelites in 

rebellion against the authority of Moses and Aaron, and the Korah and his family 

and others received God’s judgment by the earth opening up and swallowing 

them.  Here are three notorious examples of those who rejected God’s authority 

and His ways and encouraged others to act that way too, and these opponents of 

Jude’s were apparently out for financial gain.  Have you ever see religious figures 

out for financial gain?  There are unfortunately many preachers out there.  E.g., I 

recall seeing a television preacher who continued to exhort his viewers to give 

money to his ministry.  E.g., this has been such a turn-off today that I have heard 

of someone say she could not trust a pastor of a big church.  This is in large part 

why Paul was a tentmaker, and he talks in 2 Corinthians 7:11-15 about now 

seeking financial gain from the Corinthians for himself personally.

 READ vv 12-13.  “As far as ministry goes, these opponents were pastors 

who looked after themselves, whose fruit was non - existent.  Cf. Ezekiel 34:1-6; 

Matthew 7:13-20.”  There are several negative things Jude says about these 

opponents, and can be summarized by these two things.  They looked after 

themselves— at the love feasts, which were apparently when they had fellowship 
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meals and took communion together as in 1 Corinthians 11:17-26.  At these love 

feasts they just selfishly ate like at a banquet and did not examine themselves 

before God.  E.g., I recall hearing about some men who went to a men’s retreat 

and acted very devout, but afterwards were acting and talking in a way that 

contradicted godly conduct.  The opponents were also dead— waterless clouds 

blown about by the wind, giving no fruit.  E.g., I am reminded of hearing a 

preacher address the passage of Jesus’ parable of the sower and the seed, and I 

knew him as a preacher who rarely dealt with the text in any serious manner, and I 

did not think he could escape that in this parable— but he did!  He did not address 

the great challenge the parable of the sower and the seed gives!  His preaching 

was like a waterless cloud that gave little to no sustenance to his congregation.

 “How can we avoid such spiritual leaders today?  How can we avoid being 

like them?”  We know what it is like to struggle with authority.  In order to be able 

to discern who are the appropriate spiritual leaders today we have to be walking 

with the Lord daily, spending time in His Word and in prayer, and that way we 

will think His thoughts and speak like Him, just like a child grows up and 

resembles his or her parents.  And by spending time with the Lord, developing our 

relationship with Him, humbling ourselves before Him daily, we can avoid the 

errors of Jude’s opponents. Jesus will always be our head.
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