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 Last week we looked at one of the biggest problems today is dealing with 

authority.  Once one has a problem with authority comes the next problem— the 

problem of he tongue.  And the tongue can be hard to control.  E.g., there is a 

scene in the movie with Jim Carey called “Liar Liar” where he plays a lawyer who 

constantly lies.  That is his way of getting around life and through his court 

cases— by lying.  His young son makes a wish at his birthday party— a party his 

Dad, Jim Carey, misses for a reason about which he lies— and his son’s wish was 

that his Dad could no longer lie, and he blows out the candles.  Well, the wish was 

granted.  But the fact that he cannot lie means his tongue can still get him in 

trouble.  Jim Carey is walking to work and a homeless panhandler asks him if he 

can spare some change, and Jim Carey, unable to lie and trying to avoid the man 

finally says, “Yes I can.”  When pressed for money he blurts out to the panhandler 

he won’t give him money because he will just buy booze with it, and he adds, 

“Plus I’m cheap!”  The homeless man ends up calling him a jerk!  Jim Carey ends 

up offending a lot of people with his tongue and his brutal honesty, and there were 

a lot of funny scenes.  But many times the use of our tongues is not funny and can 

get us in trouble.  E.g., I recall that John McEnroe was disqualified from the 1990 

Australian Open for his disrespectful mouth and bad behavior.  We all know of 

times when we our tongues— our words— have gotten us in trouble.  This can 

happen in the church as well, especially with church leaders— as we will see, 

even the early church.  We can learn from it.

READ Jude 14-16  (p. 244)



CONTEXT: Jude is writing about intruders to a church or churches who have 

spurned authority, especially in their actions.  They defile the flesh— probably a 

reference to sexual immorality, reject the authority of the Lord, resemble bad 

characters of the Old Testament like Cain, Balaam, and Korah.  They treat their 

love feasts with the eucharist with impropriety, and they have no fruit to show for 

all their efforts.  A judgement of deep darkness for eternity is reserved for such 

people.  Now we’ll find another side of these opponents.

 READ vv 14-15.  “Jude refers to the opponents as subjects of a prophecy 

coming from 1 Enoch 1:9 (ca. second century BC) about the coming judgment on 

the ungodly based on their behavior and words against the Lord.  Cf. Daniel 12:1-

3.”   God’s coming judgment is an important theme for Jude, but people often tend 

to ignore such warnings.  E.g., there is a recent movie out called “Don’t Look 

Up”, which from what I understand is a movie about a comet heading straight for 

earth but people basically ignore it and the coming disaster.  The movie, I have 

read, is a metaphor for the dangers heading our way from climate change.  But I 

could not help but notice that an even bigger moment of reckoning is coming our 

way for the human race, and that is God’s judgment.  This is a major concern for 

Jude to get across to his readers, and it is still for today.  However, it can be 

shocking how disinterested Christians are today on God’s coming judgment, and I 

even find myself not always keeping it in mind.  E.g., I recall when I was reading 

a response of a leading, influential New Testament scholar against those in the 

Church who would change the traditional  biblical teaching on marriage and 

romantic relationships to coincide with secular society’s view, and he warned that 

those in the Church were setting themselves up to be subject to God’s condemning 

judgment— that God would hold them accountable.  I admit that my first reaction 

was shock— in all my reading on different views on marriage from a biblical 
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perspective, I had not heard anyone bring up the possibility of being held 

accountable by God for misleading those in the Church!  I found it refreshing that 

this New Testament scholar would give this warning.  This is the same thing, in 

essence, that Jude is doing.  He is bringing the warning to the Church that 

misdeeds and wrong teaching will have consequences in God’s judgment.  It 

comes as a surprise to many that, of all the Old Testament texts to which Jude 

could cite on God’s coming judgment, like Daniel 12:1-3, he cites 1 Enoch 1:9.  

This should not completely surprise us because Jude has referred to the Testament 

of Moses (or, the Assumption of Moses) in v 9 where he says that even Michael 

the archangel did not rebuke the devil when contending for the body of Moses but 

said, “The Lord rebuke you!”  Such Jewish works were influential to the Jews of 

the first century and beyond.  In Qumran it is thought that they had 11 copies of 1 

Enoch, which indicates how popular this second century BC work was (H.F.D. 

Sparks in his Introduction to 1 Enoch in The Apocrypha Old Testmament, ed. 

H.F.D. Sparks, p. 172), although the Jews did not seem to revere it as Scripture.  

Later in the church Tertulian (ca. 145-220 AD) seems to accept it as included as 

Scripture, but admitted not all did: “I am aware that the Scripture of Enoch, which 

has assigned this order (of action) to angels, is not received by some, because it is 

not admitted into the Jewish canon either” (On the Apparel of Women I.iii.1).  

However, Origen (ca. 185-254 AD), in his Origen Against Celsus V.54, states that 

“the books which bear the name Enoch do not all circulate in the Churches as 

divine.”  It is interesting that cognates of the word for impiety, godlessness 

(α� σε'βεια) occurs three times in v 15, and it probably a allusion to v 4 where a 

similar cognate is used to describe the opponents as ungodly.  In this 1 Enoch 

quote there is a reference to those who have spoken harshly against the Lord.  In 

what way?
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 READ v 16.  “Jude specifically applies this prophecy to the opponents 

acting on desires/instincts (cf. v 10) and speaking with grumbling, arrogance, and 

partiality for their own gain.  Cf. 1 Corinthians 13:4-6; Philippians 2:3-11.”  This 

reference to their acting on  lustful desires as in the NRSV— more literally, 

“going about according to their own desires”— could be sexual indulgence, which 

reminds of v 10’s their acting like irrational animals.  But is it also just generally 

that they are acting according to what they want to do and be.  Have you ever 

wondered why it seems so few really want to become Christians?  E.g., I recall 

reading about a band which had a member who purported to being a Christian and 

he was interviewed in Rolling Stone magazine, and I read the article, hoping it was 

true.  But as I read the guy was quoted using profanity and I was really 

disappointed in him.  God knows whether that person was really His follower or 

not, but I left the article disheartened at how great the desire to do our own things 

is among even those who profess to be Christians.  The opponents were also 

grumblers, malcontents on their lives— much like the Israelites when they 

wandered in the wilderness, and at times spoke about returning to Egypt, where 

things were far better for them there.  We also see the arrogance here, where they 

speak in a bombastic fashion, apparently against God and asserting their own 

greatness.  I am reminded by the song “Big” by Peter Gabriel, where he mockingly 

portrays himself as someone great, where there are the lines, “My parties have all 

of the big names/ and I greet them with the widest smile/and tell them how my life 

is one big adventure/and always they’re amazed/as I show them around my house 

to my bed/I’ll have it made like a mountain range/with a big fat pillow for my big 

fat head/and my heaven will be a big heaven/and I will walk through the front 

door!/Big time—I’m on my way I’m making it!”  That is the attitude these false 

teachers, these opponents are having in these churches.  And they are showing 

partiality for their own person gain— probably a reference to their willingness to 
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dilute the message of the gospel for licentiousness, to pervert the grace of God 

into an allowance to do whatever people really want to do.  I know that struggle.  

E.g., I recall some friends of mine and I had a friend that we mutually knew who 

was involved in lesbianism, and as I spoke to my friends about her I knew they 

would like me to voice that God affirmed this situation, especially as I as a pastor 

at times carry the weight of God’s authority.  And before I spoke with my friends I 

I felt a bit nervous, because I could sense their desiring my approval, and I wanted 

to make them happy.  After all, who am I to deny someone romantic love, no 

matter who that is?  But I knew that the God of Scripture did not affirm 

homosexual relationships, and thus I could not either.  But over the course of 

ministry I have really had to struggle with this, and see many of my colleagues 

compromise the teaching of the gospel to be more in line with the secular culture 

infiltrating the church, like on marriage and abortion and racism.  And I think the 

struggle in not seeing such teaching on romance and other things as good news is 

because our view of God is so very limited, and we need to expand it to get to 

reality.  E.g., I am reminded of a scene in the book Prince Caspian in The 

Chronicles of Narnia, which goes like this.

“Aslan,” said Lucy, “you’re bigger.”

“That is because you are older, little one,” answered He.

“Not because you are?”

“I am not.  But every year you grow, you will find me bigger.”

(Taken from a quote in the book by Alister McGrath, If I Had Lunch with C.S. 

Lewis, p. 79.)

 “How do we anticipate being tempted to misuse our tongues this week?”  It 

is a daily surrender of the tongue, as we have a daily surrender of ourselves to His 

authority.  Will we be tempted to speak more of our accomplishments than God’s 

in Jesus?  Will we be tempted to want to do our own thing instead of God’s?  Will 
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we be tempted to show partiality toward others and so dilute, compromise the 

message of the gospel?  The tongue can get us into trouble, so a daily surrender of 

the tongue to the Lord is necessary.  We need to trust Him with the outcome.
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