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 We live in a world that seems to be full of conflict.  E.g., we have just had 

the first year anniversary of the war in Ukraine with Russia.  E.g., we have 

political candidates getting ready for presidential campaigns in 2024 and already 

candidates and potential candidates are making their moves and flinging mud.  

E.g., in New Orleans we have seen efforts to recall our mayor.  E.g., and we have 

seen conflicts in the Church as well, as we have seen in The United Methodist 

Church and many other denominations.  We as Christians, in a sense, wring our 

hands and feel rather helpless as we see conflict on the world stage.  But what 

about when conflict, even conflict over deeply held beliefs that hit at the core of 

our faith closer to home in our own faith community, arises?  Our passage today 

gives us a way forward.

READ Jude 20-23 (p. 244)



CONFLICT: Jude has just come to his last assessment of his opponents at his 

readers’ church(es) where he reminds them of the words spoken by the apostles to 

them that in the last time there will be mockers of the faith who go about in their 

ungodly desires and lusts.  Such people are the opponents who are causing 

divisions in the church(es) by their worldly perspective, devoid of the Spirit.  

What are they to do?  Here we come to the climax of this brief letter, a climax that 

builds on v 3’s instruction to contend for the faith.

 “It is noteworthy that Jude, after his severely negative assessment of the 

intruders to the Christian community (vv 5-19), does not call for immediate 

excommunication or censure of the teachers.  Does this mean that these responses 

were ‘off the table’?  Cf. Matthew 18:15-20; Acts 18:24-28; 1 Corinthians 5:1-8; 1 

John 2:18-29.”  The short answer to the question is, “No, such measures of 

excommunication or censure were not off the table.  In fact, they may have been 

partly in place— we cannot be certain.  But what can be said with confidence is 

that Jude, despite comparing and condemning the false teachers, the intruders to 

the church(es) to Sodom and Gomorrah and Korah and Cain who are waterless 

clouds, twice-dead trees that produce no fruit, who are teaching a perverted grace 

that allows licentiousness that included sexual immorality, has as his initial 

instruction is to show mercy.  Jude seems to be asking the believers to address 

both those tempted by the false teachings as well as the false teachers.  We see in 

the text cited above in Matthew 18 and 1 Corinthians 5 that if someone calls 

himself or herself a believer and distorts the gospel and is unrepentant after 

attempts to reach out to the person, that person is to be to the Christian community 

as is a pagan.  In 1 John 2 we see that those causing divisions in John’s church 

depart and separate themselves from the church.  We see in Acts 18 Apollos is 

teaching more along the lines of John the Baptist’s baptrism message, and Pricilla 
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and Aquilla take him to the side and explain the gospel to him more accurately, 

and he accepts their correction, and goes on to preach the gospel.  Such a case as 

with Apollos does not always work out so neatly.  E.g., I recall at one church they 

had a member who no longer came to the church, and the members visited the 

person and encouraged the person to return, but they had no success in getting the 

person to return to regular worship.  So the church took the person off the 

membership of the church.  With this New Testament background in mind, let’s 

look at what Jude does.

 READ vv 20-21.  “Jude essentially gives two instructions.  First, the 

believers are to guard themselves in the love of God.  Cf. 1 John 4:9-11.”  This 

“love of God” is God’s love for us, as expressed remarkably in 1 John 4:9-11.  

“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 

world so that we might live through him.  In this is love, not that we loved God 

but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  

Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.”  And, 

to love God is to obey God.  The verb for “keep” is the same one used in v 1— 

that the believers have been kept safe for Jesus Christ— and in John 14:15 where 

Jesus says if we love him we will keep His commandments.  Within this command 

Jude gives to keep themselves in the love of God we should note what is an 

expression of that: he calls them beloved in the opening of this concluding 

instruction— as in vv 3 and 17— and they are to build themselves in their most 

holy faith— like v 3— and pray in the Holy Spirit, and wait for the mercy of the 

Lord Jesus Christ in the hope of eternity.  It has been pointed out by commentators 

that we have here the expression of both the Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit as well as an expression of faith, hope, and love (cf. 1 Corinthians 13:13).  

In all these ways they were keeping themselves, or guarding themselves, in the 

love of God for them.  E.g., I recall the story of Vince Lombardi’s life— a man 
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who was known for such descriptions as he didn’t treat his players like dogs, 

because he treated dogs better.  But it is little known that he almost became a 

priest in the Catholic Church, and he went to mass every day at 8:00 AM before 

work.  Why?  He was trying to keep himself in the love of God.  He may have 

been bi-polar, because he was known for his extreme highs and extreme lows.  But 

what kept him grounded was his faith in Christ.  Jude also tells the believers to 

wait for the mercy of the Lord Jesus for eternal life.  E.g., this is a bit like waiting 

for vacation when school ends, and idea I have found in C.S. Lewis’ work— I 

recall as a child even thinking about school ending and summer vacation 

beginning as far back as September!

 READ vv 22-23.  “Second, the believers are to be on a mission of mercy 

and salvation, while taking great care to follow the first instructions.  Cf. James 

5:19-20.”  The early church was known for reaching out to believers who had 

either stumbled away from the faith or were about to stumble.  We read in James 

5:19-20, “My brothers and sister, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and 

is brought back by another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner 

from wandering will save the sinner’s should from death and will cover a 

multitude of sins.”  Three commands are given here.  The first is to have mercy on 

those who are wavering— so the NRSV— but better, on those who are disputing, 

as the same verb is used in v 9, and save those from the fire of judgment.  These 

are those in Jude’s church(es) who are about to fall into the temptation of sin that 

the false teachers have brought or the false teachers themselves.  E.g., a brother of 

mine from IVCF at UNO was about to fall away from the Lord, and I spent the 

better part of an evening encouraging him not to fall away, and he stayed with the 

faith that evening.  The third command seems to be for those who have fallen 

away from the faith, and probably even the false teachers themselves.  They are to 

have mercy on them, even while hating their excrement stained by sin garments— 
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that seems to be the allusion, as a tunic was the garment worn closer to the body.  

E.g., a friend of mine who is a pastor who claims to be a conservative, evangelical 

Christian while pastoring an extremely liberal church and agreeing with them on 

such issues as homosexuality and abortion.  I have met with him socially, but 

cannot have true fellowship with him because he has, as best I can see, 

compromised the faith in a serious way.  Jude told the believers to have mercy on 

some, while hating their soiled tunics.  A tunic was a bit like the underwear of the 

ancient Jews where the tunic was worn against the body; thus, the soiling could be 

from excrement, and this is a metaphor for sin.  For this metaphor Jude may well 

have been echoing Zechariah 3:1-4— which was referenced in Jude 9 with the 

phrase “The Lord rebuke you!”— where the priest Joshua has his filthy clothes, 

symbolic of sin, exchanged for fresh clean clothes where his guilt is removed.  

Jude calls the church(es) to hate the sin of those on whom they are to show mercy, 

and these sinners may well have been the false teachers who were 

excommunicated.  Prayer is thus needed here for them.  E.g., I am reminded of the 

song by Billy Joel, “Only the Good Die Young”, which is about a religious girl 

named “Virginia” whom he would like to take out for fun because he’d rather 

laugh with the sinners than cry with the saints; there is a noteworthy line in the 

song that always made me think— “Said you mother told you all that I could give 

you was a reputation/Aw, she never cared for me/But did she ever say a prayer for 

me?”  Good question— are we casting condemnation the way of sinners, or 

praying for them?

 “What does this mean for us with conflict in the Body of Christ?”  We are to 

first keeping, guarding our own faith in the Lord and His love— as Jude begins in 

v 3.  We are to contend for the faith in a world that would love us to compromise.  

E.g., I recall meeting someone who knew me as a conservative years ago, and 

when I met him years later he, as a liberal, was astonished that I still held to the 
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faith on sexual issues.  E.g., John Lennox at Cambridge University when 

professors took him to the side to advise him he would go nowhere academically 

if he kept to the faith.  Second, we are to reach out in mercy to those who are 

about to fall from the faith— such as romatically or theologically in their beliefs, 

and those who have fallen from the faith.  We are to have mercy on them, and pray 

for them, holding out the hope that they will return to the faith, knowing that for 

the grace of God go I!  To whom would the Lord have us go to seek out during 

this time of Lent this week?
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