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 One of the most important things we can do when we are discussing 

differing views with someone is to insist on defining one’s terms.  Why?  Because 

often people use words in differing ways, or we don’t know exactly what a word 

means.  E.g., recently I was talking with a friend about the term “gaslighting”.  It 

has been a very common term lately, but I was not sure I had a good grasp on it.  

So we looked it up on his cell phone and found the meaning to manipulate 

someone into questioning their own sanity or powers of reasoning.  Sometimes 

people use words with new meanings that they give to them.  E.g., words can 

change their meaning in the culture, or so it seems, as we have seen with a current 

U.S. Supreme Court justice claiming not to be able to define what a “woman” is.  

E.g., a couple of weeks ago we looked at the noun inequity, and found it to mean 

an injustice, or something that is unfair.  But it has been pointed out that in our 

culture it is often used with the meaning of unequal outcomes.  But this is not 

what is usually meant by the word.  At times our discussions with people can 

touch on the subject of God.  E.g., interestingly, the rock singer Linda Rondstadt, 

who claimed to be an atheist by the third grade at a Catholic school, claimed in an 

interview 10 years ago that she was a “spiritual atheist.”  This is an interesting 

choice of words, seemingly on the face of it a contradiction— much like someone 

I once spoke to who said he was Jewish, and an atheist.  E.g., I recall once talking 

to a Muslim friend and he said we basically worship the same God.  I knew he was 

trying to be kind, but I had to say that actually we have significant differences in 

our understanding of God.  So if you were asked, or I were asked, how do you 

define God?  What would we say?  Jude gives us a good answer.

READ Jude 24-25 (p. 244)



CONTEXT: Jude has just hit the climax of his letter.  After outlining the moral 

evils of the false teachers and their teaching, Jude instructed the believers on what 

they should do.  They are to guard their faith in the love of God and have mercy 

on the others, trying to save their souls by grasping them from the fire of 

judgment.  Now Jude concludes with a doxology to God.

 What we have in these final verses in Jude is what is called a doxology.  We 

have all probably heard of that word— after all, it is in our bulletin.  But we may 

have trouble articulating exactly what a doxology is.  I like what Lewis Donelson 

says in his commentary (I & II Peter and Jude, p. 203) where he says that 

doxologies have as a core assumption is that they are “celebrations of God’s 

power.”  Philip Towner (2 Peter & Jude, co-written with R. Harvey, p. 231) notes, 

“Doxologies should be distinguished in form and function from benedictions  

(characteristic is the offering of ‘blessing‘, Blessed be God. . .”).  Towner notes 

that benedictions functioned more in ending prayers (like Ephesians 3:14,20-21) 

and sermons, while doxologies would end letters or main section of letters.  I find 

it hard to make a hard distinction here, as they both involved praise to God for 

who He is and what He can do.  That is what we find here at the end of Jude.

 READ v 24.  “God is the One who guards us so we don’t fall and He makes 

us do the impossible— to stand in His presence without blemish and with joy!  In 

other words, God is our Rock without whom we would drown!  Cf. Deuteronomy 

32:4; Romans 7:21-25.”  Jude says these things about God in the closing of his 

letter to encourage His readers, because the temptations they are facing from the 

false teachers must be huge.  Have you ever felt that way, that the temptations in 

your life were huge?  E.g., I recall a story that the former Professor of 

Mathematics at Oxford University told about what happened to him during his 

student days at Cambridge University.  He asked a famous science professor at a 
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social gathering whether he believed in God, and the professor was taken aback, 

and said he wanted to see Lennox in his office after the gathering; when Lennox 

arrived he was saw waiting for him were the professor and other distinguished 

members of the faculty at Cambridge, and they advised Lennox that if he wished 

to advance in his career in science in academia he would have to give up this 

notion of God’s existence.  Lennox could see the temptation to forsake God and 

live the “high life” or to trust in God and leave his future in the Lord’s hands.  

And God blessed him with a career in which Lennox was not prevented from 

reaching the academic heights to which he aspired.  God is the One who is able to 

guard us so we don’t fall and to help us to stand in God’s presence unblemished 

and with joy.  The idea that God can keep, or guard us reminds us of v 1 that 

Jude’s readers are “kept safe for Jesus Christ.”  One is reminded of Psalm 121:3-6, 

“He will not let your foot be moved, he who keeps you will not slumber.  He who 

keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.  The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is 

your shade at your right hand.  The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon 

by night.”  That is what God did for John Lennox— helped to keep him safe from 

great temptation to abandon God for career.  We can even stand unblemished 

before God’s presence and with joy.  The language of not being blemished before 

God reminds of the sacrificial language of the animals brought before God in, say, 

Leviticus and other places of the Old Testament.  I think Paul expresses how 

radical this notion is— of us standing in God’s presence unblemished and with 

joy— in Romans 7:21-25a, “So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is 

good, evil lies close at hand.  For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but 

I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me 

captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.  Wretched manthat I am!  

Who will rescue me from this body of death?  Thanks be to God through Jesus 

Christ our Lord!”  E.g., I am reminded about how sometimes we believe we have 

 3 

  



conquered sexual temptation, only to find our selves in need of the Lord ‘s help— 

as with Patrick Morely as he shared in his book Man in the Mirror about a trip he 

once made to Washington D.C. and felt he did not see the fuss about sexual 

temptation, and then he had to share a taxi with a beautiful woman cramped in the 

back seat, and he was reminded of the struggle!  E.g., I am reminded of story 

Corrie ten Boom told of her speaking after World War II to a group of people in 

Germany and spoke of the love and forgiveness of God, and afterward a man 

approached her and held out his hand and said in effect, “Oh Fraulein, to think 

that God could forgive me, even me!  Thank you for that message!” and Corrie 

recognized him— he was one of the cruel prison guards at the concentration camp 

where she and her beloved sister Betsy were, where Betsy died.  Corrie stood there 

with her hand frozen at her side, unable to move.  The stench of this man’s sin was 

too much.  But then the Holy Spirit overwhelmed her with His love and she said 

her hand shot out and grasped his.  Imagine, that we, stained by sin, will be able to 

stand in God’s presence rejoicing, without blemish!  He is our Rock, and without 

Him we would drown.

 READ v 25.  “God is the only God, our Savior through Jesus, and is worthy 

of the highest honor and power for all time.  In other words, God is the only One 

worthy of the red - carpet treatment!  Cf. Exodus 24:17; 1 Chronicles 29:10-13; 

Matthew 17:2.”  E.g., when I think of earthly glory I cannot help but think of the 

red-carpet treatment Hollywood actors are given as such events as the Oscars.  

There they stand in glamorous, beautiful clothes, with cameras flashing with 

multiple pictures, reporters taking them to the side to ask them questions and hear 

what they think about various subjects.  The world drools over them in worship.  

But if anyone is worthy of such treatment, it is God!  Who is He?  What is He 

like?  Jude provides the answers with four words.  First, there is glory.  in Exodus 

24:17 we read, “Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring 
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fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel.”  In Matthew 

17:2 we read about Jesus in the transfiguration where His clothes become dazzling 

white and His face shone like the sun.  E.g., it is interesting that what I have heard 

of people who have near-death experiences where they recall going into the next 

life, when they come before the Lord what is often said is there is a bright light.  

We also see here God is majestic, where the word μεγαλωσυ' η means “eminence, 

majesty, where O. Betz (in Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament, p. 399) 

states that in the Greek translation of the Old Testament, the Septuagint, and the 

New Testament this word only refers to God.  What do you think of when you 

think of God’s majesty?  E.g., I recall a picture I saw on Facebook that Kaylor 

took this past weekend, I believe, of the sunset at the lakefront with the lighthouse 

by Landry’s in the foreground— it was magnificent, and revealed God’s majesty 

in His creation.  We also find out about God’s power and authority, and the two go 

together hand-in-hand.  Have you ever met with someone with authority which 

was obvious?  E.g., I recall talking to an IRS agent about a tax issue the church 

had, and I made sure to speak respectfully to him, because I knew what kind of 

power he had— he could make our lives pretty uncomfortable.  If that is true of an 

IRS agent, then we need to consider how much more grander God’s power and 

authority are!  E.g., I recall a story J. Christy Wilson, a missionary to Iran, told— 

that at one time there was a man whose sick child could not get into the hospital 

because they were filled up, and Wilson told him in effect that he knew the One 

who was in charge of the hospitals, and the man asked who it was, and Wilson 

said let us pray to Him; they prayed and then the man went back and the hospital 

treated his child.  As Jude reminded in this letter, God has the power and authority 

of final judgment.  This letter closes in a beautiful way, speaking of God who was 

before all time, now is, and will be into all time.  E.g., the atheist cosmologist Carl 

Sagan is well-known for saying, “The Cosmos is all that was or is or ever will be.”  
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And he is wrong.  God is the only One who has that total type of eternity.

 “Is this the God we worship?”  When it comes to defining God, do we do it 

ourselves, or do we let Scripture, as Jude shows here, define Him?
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